| COMPREHENSIVE MATCH REPORTS 


3 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND artis 

g 5 = . : 
2 z 
> 

3 2 
5 g 
3 : 
8 3 
So 

3 = 
E : 
- 3 
3 Fd 
= z 
z 5 
Z : ; ty 
g VOL 18 No. 810—TUESDAY, JANUARY 28 1997 ® REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST — PUBLICATION No NBQS726 I 4 2.50 Fy 
ZAUSTRA) D BRITISH SOU ER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY AUSTRALIAN AND BAMTISH © 


‘Friends through the World Game p12 


OBSERVATIONS ON TWO 
INTERNATIONAL GAMES 


By BOB BROOKS 


ustralia’s narrow win first half but couldn’t put the The second goal was a 
over Norway gave ball in the net. As referee .. cracker which brought 


them their third Eddie Lennie raised the sustained applause from the 

success in a row. To put it whistle to his lips to blow for appreciative crowd. The 

ith the appointment of place not borrowed or hired but another way, the victory _ half time, Norway almost took } FP} Koreans play an exciting 

European based national actually exclusive. gave the Aussies a clean the lead as a rasping drive | brand of Soccer and display 
coach, Terry Venables sweep, three out of three! rattled the post, excellent skills. 

. ry p That alone is something to It was a delight to see The rain unfortunately kept 
and the confirmation of Raul When. that is done then the next | celebrate and to savour. Australia playing with , the crowd down for what 
Blanco as his right hand man in need is for a home ground. A - Going into the game, if mal oh is turned out to be a pleasing 

; ? i} H : lorway had haye won, then called. The flank defenders, b occasion. It is not often that 
Australia, as advocated in this stadium of less modest means than J ne Vontd have taken the Matthew Bingley and Robbie Me we have the chance to see 
column before the decision was Wembley where Australia can play Optus World Soccer Series Hooker were as often up in e international football and a 


made, more radical thinking opponents and feel like they cup back to Oslo. Australia attack as back in defence. double dose at that. 


would have finished third. What a change to even see 
needs to be undertaken, belong. Upton Park, home of West The win for Australia will Milan Ivanovic in the L 
Ham United might be the shot or surely improve the Socceroos opposing penalty area on added responsibil 


The European based Australian the rebuilt Valley where Charlton standings in the BEAN GH CaN Sigs et tg Fane 
ers, i jorii i gs. Norway, who have from seeing a lonely ani a 
Pine, wo wil be emery pins (Caron Aen Boy Ree aa eh act Crm te iced 
10) » Nee . roaming in the opposition  ™idfielder or striker. An 
play in the Green and Gold in ial as Manet, a ee oan 
ion, initi i December. This victory plus m reflection, it is . 
preparation, initially for the World It could prove an attractive Teen vet abth rocked interesting to note that three Zealand led forall but the last 
Cup qualifiers. It is doubtful that proposition for people in England \) sou Korea will see Australia of Australia’s four goals, in 17% of the contest. They 
they will take the field as the with Australian connections and move up to nearer 40 than the the cae from two so seemed nate the mai 
ithi i. illi. ! current 50, called ‘defenders’ in Bingley Sewn up. Their opponents 
Socceroos within our island there a ag bt tae ‘As so often happens and Hooker. In other words suddenly shifted up a gear and 
continent before the two legged correctly crowds of 15,000 shou! ‘Australia were superior in the the players have been given scored thee goals in the Inst 
play off against the fourth placed _ be attainable. 


few minutes to snatch victory iv 
Asian Confederation country. INSIDE THIS rome Cilchear chance to attack. 
This is predicted on Australia With somewhere to entertain <<“ 


a sor ISSUE = 
winning the Oceania Group for opposition in England then our 
which we must be favourites. team becomes more attractive. ...Editorial, Observations PLAYERS WANTED 
Games could be played ‘home’ Optus World Soccer Series | FOR 
Two games have so far been and away. Letters to the Editor 


confirmed against Hungary and Ericsson Cup, Table, Fixtures SUPER LEAGUE 


Croatia, presumably they will be Special charter flights could be ete the ee 
I in th ies. run from Australia to see the ~..News in brie! 
played in those countries. Other run fi ee se aqeaned ae Ae 


recent months, were in 14th 
position at the end of 


P 3 ban & - a 10 
ov ; 
Sgr are essential otherwise ne GaRTaES GUIS ke catin Wa “ii Australian Schoolboys Tour Sydney United Soccer Club, 
team will be drastically under- transmission of the game to 42 Friends acrossithe Oceans 5 5 - 
prepared for the tasks ahead and Australia would be necessary. iF World Results & Stories requires quality First Grade 
disaster could follow — failure to UK Soccer || Players for it's 1997 NSW 


make it to.France ‘98. Ah! the future, it looks extremely 


HER jareggio preview, elt re Super League Squad 
S ... Women's Writes 5 es 
.Sth America, Serie A summary Players with potential for 


_..UK Stories even greater development 


So far nothing radical, you 
observe. 


Front Page: Zelkjo Kalac stretches his tall Pleas é couta CL tt 


It is becoming obvious that the 
Australian team in Europe needs a frame. 
home away from home. A place 


Back: Hiroshima Sanfrece f: 
ma ga fa SYDNEY UNITED S.C. 
they can gather, where they can 
feel comfortable. A location to . ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS $130 OVERSEAS $180 Ph:: 9823 64 1 8 


train at, to build up team spirit, a Send to P.O. Box 146, 
Broadway, NSW 2007 
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ustralia beat Norway 

at their own game by 

grinding them into the 
ground, at the Sydney 
Football Stadium on 
Saturday night. With this 
victory they also won the 
Optus World Soccer Series, 

The Aussies ran at and 
hassled the Scandinavians 
until they finally found a chink 
in that compact defensive 
armour, the same way that 
Norwegian teams themselves 
have been doing to their 
opponents ever since their 
arrival on the world soccer 
Scene less than a decade ago. 

It was not a pretty sight but 
effective and, against teams 
like Norway, it’ s just about the 
only way it is possible to win, 

Neither team was at full 
Strength, so it was a fair test of 
comparative depth of each 
country’s talent and the 
Australian team proved that 
the Ericsson Cup stil! has 
plenty of it left which has not 
yet been plundered by 
European clubs. 

The interesting question is, 
just how much better would it 
be with a few full time 
professional clubs? The mind 
boggles which is more or less 
what Terry Venables 
suggested at the post match 
conference. 

“These guys aint semi 
pros,” he expounded in that 
now familiar East London 
twang. “They play like real 
pros. They are skilful and 
incredibly fit.” 

The Australians’showed 
that they are not over reliant 
on a core of regular performers 
either, which is often the 
eventual downfall of so many 
teams, because all players 
eventually have off days. 

Such was the case with 
Matthew Bingley who was not 
as effective as he had been in 
the first two games, likewise 
Craig Foster who had romped 
and galloped all over the park 
against the Koreans. 

This squad managed to 
throw up new heroes on 
demand and it is difficult to 
pick out any particular 
individuals because the whole 
team worked as a well 
disciplined machine, though 
Zdrilic, Hooker and Kalac 
deserve a special mention. 

So much for questions like 

“and how many strikers are 
you playing today Terry?” 
because in the modern day 
version of Total Football, 
every player bar the goalie is a 
potential striker and in some 
cases as in Paraguay’s 
Chilaver, even they go up for 
a pop at goal, 

This, has been borne out by 
the fact that three quarters of 
Australia’s goals in this 
tournament have been scored 
by defenders and this time it 
was Robbie Hooker’s tum to 
join his partner on the scoring 
table. Under the previous 
tegime it is doubtful whether 
either would have been 
allowed to venture past the 
halfway line. 

With the game heading for 
a goalless stalemate, Ernie 
Tapai out on the right spotted 


~ GOALI Robbie Hooker celebrates. 


the West Adelaide skipper 
thundering through the middle 
without a red shirt 


“immediately in front of him. 


The cross was precise while 
the resulting shot was not 
particularly perfect, but a goal 
is still a goal, and the 17,000 
voices roared in relief as much 
as joy. 

Another thing that 
distinguishes an average coach 
from a great one is ‘timing’ 
and this was demonstrated to 
absolute perfection, because 
Tapai had only been sent onto 
the wet pitch three minutes 
earlier, 

Tt was becoming appareat 
that there was no way through 
the middle of the Norwegian 
wall as it stood and the only 
way 10 get past was either to 
go around it or stretch it out 
dnd the nippy Collingwood 
midfielder managed to do the 
latter. 

The touchline running 
tactics of the attacking 
defenders had not worked on 
the Norwegians who had come 
prepared for it and the sudden 
arrival of another wide runner 
caught them completely by 
surprise, 

Mascot Airport had been 
wamed not to fly planes over 
the Foorball Stadium for fear 
of them being hit by 
Norwegian long and high 
balls, but coach Egil Olsen had 
decided to keep that ploy as a 
last resort and for most of the 
game they tried to gain control 
of the middle territory through 
the small Erik Mykland and 
skipper Stalle Solbakken, but 
they were given little time and 
space by the bustling Aussies. 

Meanwhile the large strike 
pair from the Flo family, Torre 
Andre and his cousin Harvard 
showed some surprisingly deft 
touches with the ball on the 
ground, but they too were 
quickly closed down by swift 
and accurate — Aussie 


interceptions. 

The Norwegians came 
closest to scoring just before 
half time when Harvard Flo 
headed a corner kick against 
the woodwork. 

But apart from that, they 
rarely troubled Zljko Kalac 
even less so when they finally 
tesorted to their highball 
Wimbledon tactics in 
desperation. The Sydney 
United skyscraper is just about 
the last goalie in the world to 
fall for those, and they only 
drew murmurs of amusement 
from the bemused crowd. 

Whereas at the other end 
the Norwegian custodian, 
Thomas Gill had quite a few 
anxious moments from a 
variety of headers and shots by 
Trajanovski and Zdrilic who 
constantly worried the red 
shined defence. 

Epil Olsen said he was very 
impressed with the Australian 
performance and not surprised, 
‘as some thought he should be. 

“Not long ago any team 
below the top 20 in the FIFA 
rankings were considered easy 
to beat. But nowadays, the 
world standard has eyened out 
and we know countries like 
Australia produce some good 
players.” 

Venables, looking a bit tired 
and in need of a well earned 
Test was very generous with 
his praise. 

“Today was a different type 
of test and they handled it 
well. It’s not what they’re used 
to doing but three wins out of 
three, you can't do any better 
than that.” Was he surprised 
by the all-round abilities of 
Aussie players? 

“The English public are a 
bit ignorant of what's 
happening in football in this 
part of the world, When I took 
England to Hong Kong and 
China there was a lot of 
criticism, so it’s not surprising 
we were all unaware of how 


MARCONI STADIUM 


FS 


SOCCER SERIES 


By HENRY WIZGIER 


AUSTRALIA| 
Kalac: Bingley, 
Hooker, Tobin, 
Ivanovic, M.Babic: 
Foster, Enes, 
Trajanovski (Tapai 
69), Trimbol 
(Spink 71), 
Zarilic. 


{Soltvedt 
77),,Solbakken, 
Rushfeldt: Andre 
Flo, Harvard Flo. 


Scorer: 
AUSTRALIA: 
Hooker (72) 
Yellow Cards: 
NORWAY: 


Eggen, 
AUSTRALIA: 
Trimboli 

Referee: E. Lennie 
Crowd: 17424 


much the game has progressed 


‘The Maestro returns to the 
UK in early February where he 
will be looking at the Euro 
based Aussies,but his critical 
eye will surely now be more 


demanding of these highly- 


paid pros than it would have 
done a mere few weeks ago. 


BONNYRIGG WHITE 


(INC. BONNYRIGG SOCCER CLUB) 
Have affiliated with Southern Districts Soccer 
Football Association as the BONNYRIGG WHITE 
EAGLESJUNIGR SOCCER CLUB 


JUNIOR REGISTRATION DAYS 
FOR THE 1997 SEASON 


FOR NURSERY TO U/12 Boys & GIRLS 


10.00 — 2.00™ 


SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY, 1997 
SERBIAN CENTRE, 13 SIMPSON ROAD, BONNYRIGG. 
ALL PLAYERS WILL REQUIRE TWO (2) PASSPORT SIZE PHOTOS NEW PLAYERS WILL 
REQUIRE COPY OF BIRTH CERTIFICATE 


creed L0./— 
Cane nent 9826 9137 
JACK CIRJANIC 9823 7714 
viTT Manic 9823 7714 
SANDAA DIMIAN 9823 8171 


THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 


we ie eae 


KICK OFF — 7.00 pm 


wy 
x 


MANFRED SCHAEFER 


MARCONI is hal Sponsored a BRESCIA 


, 


YOUTH LEAGUE — 5.00 pm 
Matth Sponsor 


AUSTRALIAN IRD Bese SOCCER NEED _ TN aRY 28,1997 3 


or? irs 


CA NB. 


Ccimos. 


Australia 2 
S.Korea 1 


t sounds like the name of 

an English building 

society, but Foster and 
Bingley made all the 
difference between a slick 
and skillful but indecisive 
South Korean side and an 
Aussie team which built 
from the back and hit hard 
on the break. 

The venue was Suncorp 
Stadium in Brisbane where aa 
record crowd for an 
international Soccer match 
tumed up to watch Australia’s 
second match in the four 
nation Optus World Soccer 
Series. 

The ‘headless chicken 
show’ which characterised the 
Socceroos play in the first, 
New Zealand game where the 
Ericsson leaguers flapped 
around trying to impress the 
new boss, was replaced with a 
slower, more patient and 
methodical approach. 

Ttoften culminated in rapier 
thrusts along the flanks where 
Hooker and Bingley gave 
Australia the ‘wing and width’ 
which stretched the Koreans 
to the limits, particularly after 
they were reduced to 10 men, 

Midfield maestro Foster 
was involved everywhere and 
in everything spraying the ball 
‘out with economic precision. 
He will surely be further 
involved in Venables plans 
and could even be challenging 
Paul Okon for that valued 
‘dirygent’ role, or ‘playmaker’ 
as the Germans call it. 

“I's not how many strikers 
you play, it’s how many 
players you bring up into the 
box,” TV keeps on reminding 
us and that explains why two 
of Australia’s three goals so 
far have been scored by the 
full back, Matt Bingley, who 
may well be pressing Craig 
Moore of Glasgow Rangers 
hard for that right-sided 
attacking defenders role. 

However also all about 
finishing and in that 
department the ‘domestics’ 


seem to be lacking otherwise 
the score here could have been 
double. 

What would Viduka or 
even Spiteri have done with 
all those balls that came 
hurtling into the middle from 
all points of the compass and 
with which the Koreans 
looked rather uncomfortable? 

After the first quarter and 
the ‘formalities’ were over, 
the game moved up a gear 
when Foster took control of 
the middle and started to 
probe the Korean defence, 

In the 32nd the Marconi 
man floated a ball onto 
Zdrilic’s head but the Sydney 
United striker glanced it over 
the bar. 

Four minutes later Foster's 
build up work was rewarded. 
His through ball found 
Trimboli who sent Zdrilic 
towards the goal-line. The 
League's leading scorer did 
well to keep the ball in and 
find Tobin who in tum found 
Trimboli again. The latter 
spun on the spot as he slipped 
it through to Bingley who 
turned and slotted it past the 
keeper. 

Bingo Bingley! Two out of 
two thus far, not bad for a 
defender. 

Korea sat back and soaked 
up the pressure relying on the 
fast counter attack but which 
fortunately resulted in shots 
which rarely troubled Kalac 
over much. 

The second half began with 
a harsh decision from referee 
Simon Micaleff. An 
innocuous foul on David 
Zarilic by Choi Young Il, was 
pulled up and the free kick 
awarded to the Australian. But 
then suddenly, the man in 
black whipped out a yellow 
card and then the red and Kim 
Sang Hoon was off. The Ref 
adjudged that he had strayed 
too close to the ball, 

‘There-have been a few Cup 
Finals over the years where a 
team has actually played 
better after being reduced to 
10 men. From that, a myth has 
arisen that all teams play 


Craig Foster: Played a decisive role in midfield. 


Matt Bingley: Scored his second goal of the tournament. 


better after having someone 
red-carded but if that were the 
case, coaches would 
deliberately be pulling players 
off and not replacing them. So 
far, no one has done! 

Ironically, Korea did start 
to play their slickest football 
after this incident but their 
finishing was no more 
dangerous and the extra space 
left by a missing man was 
exploited admirably by the 
Aussie midfielders 
particularly Foster. In the 48th 
he followed up onto a free 
kick and his shot shaved the 
bottom of the post. In the 
52nd he sent Hooker away 
down the left, but the Sharks 
player's fine cross was headed 
wide by Trimboli. 

In the 57th Trajanovski 


broke away on the right but 
his hurried shot went over and 
wide with only the keeper to 
beat. 

Australia’s second was 
created by two pairs of fresh 
legs. Tapai who had 
for Trajanovski, found the 
intrepid Bingley with acres of 
space in his favourite right 
side attacking role. The 
blonde bomber was given time 
to pick out Enes’s replacement 
Alistair Edwards, who was 
also given time to pick his 
spot by the the Korean 
defenders. They, seemed to be 
more interested in creating an 
offside trap, with disastrous 
consequences. 

But the goal of the game 
went to the Asians and their 
livewire Ha Seok Jo although 


it came from a free kick. His 
pin-point chip shot left Kalac 
unsighted and even the big 
man just spread his arms out 
as if to say “there was nothing 
Tcould do about that one.” 

The final moment of the 
game went fittingly to Foster 
and Bingley. The former 
broke down the left this time 
and found his club team mate 
alone in the middle of the box. 
‘The irony of this miss is that it 
was an easier chance to put 
away than his first goal. 

The way the Soceroos 
played is close to what 
modem Total Football is all 
about. It is more effective on 
grass rather than on a 
blackboard. 


NORWEGIANS 
SWAMP KIWIS 


Norway 3 


New Zealand ° 


n the earlier game in the Sunshine State capital, Norway 
recovered from their 1-0 defeat by South Korea in the 
first round of the Series, to hammer New Zealand 3-0. 


The Rosenberg midfielder Bent Skammelsrud grabbed a brace 
and Werder Bremen’‘s big striker Havard Flo scored the other. 


first teamer, Nicky Butt to northern Italy, 


three match first round. 


treated with antibiotics due to a virus infection. 
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LATE FINAL EXTRA 


‘ot off the wires from John Economos in Viare: 
Manchester United have flown dynamic midfielder and 


He joins the Reds team in the same group as Marconi for the 


io, Italy. 


Butt is expected to line up against the Fairfielders on Saturday. 
Meanwhile the Marconi keeper, Les Pogliacomi has had to be 


AUSTRALIA: Kalac: Bingley, Tobin: M.Babic, 
Ivanovic, Hooker: Foster, Enes (Edwards 69), 
Trajanovski (Tapai 67), Trimboll (Spink 78), Zdrilic. 


“SOUTH KOREA: Kim Byung Ji; Hong Myong Bo, 
Lee Lim Saeng. Choi Young, Kim Sang Hoon, Lee 
Ki Hyung (Kim Tae Young 80) , Choi Moon Sik 
(Yoon Jung Hwan 54), Yoo Sang Chul (Kim Jong 
So9'88), Ha Seok Jo, Ko Jong Su (Cho Hyun Boo), 


Scorers: 
AUSTRALIA 


Bingley (36) 
Edwards (72) 


Red Card: 
SOUTH KOREA 
Kim Sang Hoon (46) 


snc || 


Crowd: 15,161 


TRIALS 
Ist & 2nd Grade 


ESDAY & THURSDAY 7PM 


Jan 28, 30 & Feb 4&6 
All Trials at Hajduk Stadium 
Edensor Rd., St. Johns Park 
Engucrtes:— 
TONY STAMBOULIE (Cosch) 
7 9893 7611 
or PETER BANICEVIC 
(w) 8220 3069 
tm) 0412018015 
Come aud enjoy the superb 
Les Ou idly chub 
ae has php 


SOCCER CLUB 
LIMITED VACANCIES STILL 
AVAILABLE 
MEN — 2" DIVISION FEDERATION 
U/18, U/21 & Firsts 
Tues & Thurs 7.00PM 
WOMEN — STATE LEAGUE 
Tuesdays 7.00PM 
HAMMONDVILLE PARK, HEATHCOTE ROAD, 
HAMMONDVILLE. 
COACHING STAFF:— 
ALFREDO BARRIOS =? RENE LILLO 
¥v DOUG TURNBULL + TOULI ROSSIDES 
vv ARTHUR SULLIVAN 
Coutact:— 

MEN: 9825 2397 
9604 9967, 9602 8652, 964 85007 


WOMEN: 9602 1792, 9601 2163 


ABSW (3) 


- SOCCER SERIES © 


By HENRY WIZGIER 


KOREANS FIND LATE TOP ai 


Sth. Korea 3 
N. Zealand 1 


jhe early game at the 

SFS on Saturday 

night, looked like 
heading for a major upset 
when with less than a 
quarter of an hour to go, 
South Korea could still not 
find an answer to Vaughn 
Coveney’s first half strike 
for the Kiwis. 

But, their patience was 
rewarded and when the 
elusive goal came it was 
followed soon after by two 


Park Kun Ha headed the 
equaliser from a comer taken 
by teenage substitute Go Jong 
Su in the 76th and then six 
minutes later Go Jung Su 
himself intercepted a 
deflection off a Kiwi defender 
and went through to score, 

The youngster also had a 
hand in the final goal five 
minutes from the end when he 
sent Yoo Sang Chui away 
down the right. The midfielder 
had all the space he needed to 
line up his shot and slam it 
pase the hapless advancing 
goalkeeper, 

‘This win put the Asians at 


more in the last cight the top of the table, Vat 5 or : 
- P ighn Coveny: South Melbourne Striker scored the 
Tees Ita Kiwis only goal of the tournament. 
Saturday 18 January 1997 
Played at Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne 

Attendance: 10,496 
SOUTH KOREA 1 NORWAY 
Kim Do Hoon 
AUSTRALIA 1 NEW ZEALAND 
Bingley 

Wednesday 22 January 1997 
Played at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 

Altendance: 15,161 
NORWAY 3 NEW ZEALAND 
Harvard Flo 
Skammelsrud (2) 
AUSTRALIA. 2 SOUTH KOREA 
Bingley Ha Seok Jo 
Edwards 

Saturday 25 January 1997 
Played at Sydney Foutball Stadium 

Attendance; 17,424 
SOUTH KOREA 3 NEW ZEALAND 
Park Kun Ha Coveny 
Go Jung-Su 
Yoo Sang Chui 
AUSTRALIA 1 NORWAY 
Hooker 

P W DL F A 

AUSTRALIA 3 3 o oOo 4 1 
South Korea SF 220 4 5 3 
Norway 3 I 1) 2 3 2. 
New Zealand 3 0 o 63 1 7 


SOUTH 
KOREA: 


Kim Byung Ji: Kim 
Jung Soo, (Choi Young 
I), Lee Lim Saeng, 
Kim Hyun Soo (Go 
Jung Soo), oon Jung 
liwan, Lee Ki Hyung, 
Chol Moon Sik, Ha 


Jnr Soccer 


1997 Registration Days 
TEAMS FROM U6 TO ALL AGE & LADIES 
9am-2pm Saturday February 1, 8, 15, 22 
— ALL PLAYERS WELCOMED — 
Gradings every Tues & Thurs in February 
5.30pm-8.30pm ATHOL BARNES RES Cnr 
Erie St & Wellington Rd., Sth Granville. 
Coaches Required 
For teams U6 to All Age & Ladies 
Applications to be sent to: 

Junior Soccer Administrator 
PO Box 64, PO Plumpton 2761. 


For further information phone:— 
DANIEL ZAHRA 9819 6242 
STEVE PULIS 9832 8729 or 014 423 134 
CARMEN SHERRI (Reg.) 0412 002 184 


or Grounds Ph: 9892 3478, 
at the above times 


ey 

uu 

Yoo Sang Chul (85) 

Referee: _ 

Brett Hugo 

Played at 5) 
panes 

Crowd: 17.424 


Read's Darwin 
All Sports 


ERIC ERICSSON cup TITLE RETTING 


a we 
11/8 SYDNEY UTD 10/1 WOLLONGONG 
13/4 BRISBANE 14/1 PERTH 
13/2 SOUTH MELBOURNE 14/1 WEST ADELAIDE | 
7/1 ADELAIDE CITY 16/1 MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
9/1 MARCONI 25/1 UTS OLYMPIC 


Darwin All Sports is open for business every day for all your 
betting needs - not only worldwide soccer but the Test and One | 
Day Cricket, Tennis, Superbowl playoffs and many other sports. 


Singles, h'cap betting an 

multiples always availabl 

If you're serious about soccer there's only one 
place to call for all the latest soccer betting 

All betting is tax free:— Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa 


Facilities Available x For the latest odds check our 
Internet site: http:// WWW.darwin-allsports.com.au 


For more information and to open your account: — 
soo 08 89 41 8330 
08 89 41 8339 


| You-can e- aa us at support @darwin-allsports.com.au or | 
Mail to P.O. Box 3325 Darwin, NT 0801, AUSTRALIA 


Licensed by the government of the Northern Territory, AUSTRALIA 
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& AESW 
MEASURE 
AGAINST OTHERS 


Letters to the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given 
to short letters. Include daytime 
phone number for verification. 


Assertion 
refuted 


Pieu poe easel behaving 
quite strangely on Sunday 
morning after last week’s 
Australia and New Zealand 
game. I didn’t want to tum on 
the Italian football! 

‘T knew it was on and I find 
it very entertaining. When I 

about it I realised that 
T simply didn’t want my 
enthusiasm for the efforts of 
my national team to be 
diminished by the inevitable 
1 would have to 
make with the technical 
excellence of the Italians. The 
one great anne 
teality of a world sport is that 
one is compelled to measure 
oneself against the efforts of 
everybody else. I don’t have 
the assurance of my own 
worth that comes from being 
World Champion of a parish 
sport. However, the exquisite 
pleasure of trying to do 
omesline well, that is 


and meaningful, is a 


Dear Sir, 

Perth Glory’s success has 
fuelled the quest for a purpose 
built stadium in the West. 
‘There have been suggestions 
that any new stadium should 
be a dual purpose soccer and 
mugby league venue. Braving 
the well known distrust that 
West Australians have for the 
“Eastemers”, may I suggest 
that they aim for a soccer only 
stadium, like Adelaide, and 
avoid ground sharing. 

In NSW and Queensland, 
where the rugby codes 
dominate, there has been a 
growing trend for soccer to 
share grounds. In theory it 
make some sense, but in 
practice it is less than perfect, 
The main problem is the 
conditon of the playing 
surface, especially after 
continuous use by rugby 
teams and the resulting 
damage done to the surface. A 


Purpose built 
Stadium 


pleasure forever denied those 
of of a limited horizon. 
Inevitably, I will watch the 
higher standard of other 
countries but rather than decry 
our efforts, as so many do, I 
am content with the effort and 
comfortable in the knowledge 
_ we are getting better and 


te ia Tel can grasp, as Les 
and Johnny do so wonderfully 
well, the unique character of 
the game in this country, if he 
can be bothered as Arok and 
Thomo were to fight the fight, 


I can still get an intensity of 


pleasure out of the struggle, 

even though the ‘Brazilian’ 

Le a 

Tony Muscat 

LUGARNO, NSW. 

Editor’s Note: There is no 

doubt that our players are 

improving, just look at how 
much they are now in 

compared with just ten years 

ago. 


ground in bad condition 
makes it difficult for soccer to 
be played and for genuine 
skill to flourish. It would 
appear that in WA, Soccer is 
more popular and better 
connected than the rugby 
codes. A modern version of 
the Hindmarsh style stadium 
would be ideal for the 
deserving WA Soccer 
community, 

It would appear that in WA 
soccer is more popular and 
better connected than the 
tugby codes.'Before they 
commit themselves to any 
new stadium development, I 
urge the powers that be in 
WA Soccer to use all their 
influence to ensure they are 
not lumped in with rugby. 
This would be somewhat less 
than satisfactory. 

R Mellor 
BONDI, NSW. 


[shore letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


Dear Sir, 

This is just a short note to thank you so 
tauchfor the poster of Zeljko Babic in your 
December 10 issue. Did you notice that in the 
match against Melbourne Knights the Sunday 
before how he brilliantly scored the equaliser 
and set up the winning goal, as well as his 
awesome display of skill and match winning 
ability displayed against UTS Olympic. This 
proves our, pot that. this man is going to bo 8 


star! 
To Zeljko: Keep it up - we are behind you 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Neri as 
on behalf of the SOCCER GIRLS, 


SYDNEY’S WEST, NSW. 


Editors Note: You girls are the greatest!| 
Hey, how about forming Australia’s very first 


fan club? I am sure when other ‘happening’ 


girls see Zeljko they will go soccer crazy! Keep! 


up the great work and thanks for the support. 


As an Oceania member, Australia remains 
an isolated member of world football, as a 
result, competitive international opposition is 
restricted to World Cup qualifiers, thrust upon 
us every four years. In between,we-have to 
make do with friendly international matches of 
questionable value and no international 
competition at club level at.all. 

Meanwhile, for every other continent, 
players are using Continental Club 
Championships, Cup Winners Cups etc 
enhancing match toughness.for players. At 
international level, the other continents’ 
national teams gain constant exposure through 


"Listen, wee-man. When I told you to make 
plenty of passes and score at every opportunity, 
I meant on the soccer field not with the girls!" 


regional tournaments between World Cups, 
like Euro 96 and Copa America.for example 
and qualifying tournaments, so that serious 
competitive games can occur as frequently as 
monthly, At club level too, the best players, 
and often the fringe ones, get exposure to 
international styles, increasing the adaptability 
of a countries’ playing style. 

Jn Australia, we need an annual stage for 
our top clubs and for our national team to 
compete. How can Australia, whose best 
players are required for the national team only 
every four years, be expected to beat teams 
that play together as regularly as monthly? 

The solution lies in the idea presented by 
Henry Wizgier (ABSW,31/12/96) which is of 
linking with Asia. We know we need Asia but 
does Asia want us? Assuming they don’t, on 
what stage could they play us? The natural 
move is to continue lobbying the Asian 
Federation for admittance as a full member. 
Both in terms of quality football played, and 
geography, we are more part of Asia than any 
other Oceanian nation. Becoming a full Asian 
member would allow us competition in the 
Asian Nations Cup in between World Cup 
campaigns, thus giving the normally dormant 
Socceroos a strong competition to play; and at 
club level the possiblilty of playing the Asian 
Championship Cup and the Cup Winners Cup. 

Included would be the obvious windfall of 
huge financial benefits of TV, increased 
sponsorship and the like. The key ssems to be 
persistent lobbying to get admittance in much 
the same way as Israel has found a home in 
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Europe, after years of isolation. 

Tf Asia will not accept us as a full member, 
what are the alternatives? One possible 
solution is to follow Mr Wizgicr’s idea, taking 
advantage of our political and economic shift 
towards Asia; and I call for an extension to this 
suggestion. Why not take advantage of the 
creation of the giant Pacific trade zone APEC, 
and why not develop this for soccer in the 
region? Why not start an APEC club 
competition with the possibility of clubs from 
Australia, New Zealand and the powerful Tiger 
states of East Asia, and even Latin American 
countries, including the US, Mexico and Chile, 
whose governments would surely be delighted 
to have another trade link with the fastest 
growing economic region in the world?. The 
sponsorship for such a tournament would be 
huge, since the target audience is over 2,000 
million, For Bast Asia, it would represent a 
second club competition which would rival the 
Arab Cup, which incidentally involves African 
clubs, so competing against other continents 
should not be a problem and it would allow 
Asia to face the tougher style of Latin America 
and Australian players. Furthermore, if this 
proves a success, have an APEC Cup for 
National teams. 

If these tournaments fail to materialise, 
support should be give to the Australian 
Olympic Committee's recent efforts to allow 
athletes entry to the Asian Games, thus 
allowing the Socceroos the right to enter. 

While at club level the last resort would be 
to accept a tournament involying simply the 
Oceania Champions against the Asian 
Champions. Mr Wizgier is right, the billions of 
Asians await.our soccer; we need the financial 
benefits and competition of playing Asia, 
which we do not get playing the ‘small fish’ in 
Oceania. 


Steven Anderson 
BARDWELL PARK, NSW 


Editor's Note: This should be sold to 
Murdoch's TV interests, as it would give him 
for more popularity than other codes he has 
chosen. 


If Dominic Scullino’s letter 
(7/1/97) on the dumping of 
Newcastle and Wollongong 
from the NSL was meant to get 
a ‘bite’, he’s got it! Some of 
the ridiculous reasons he gives 
Ke the why these two should 

be dropped shows a complete 
lack of Aussie soccer history or 
understanding of the code’s 
real needs. I will endeavour to 
correct his assertions, at least 
on Newcastle, and leave 
Wollongong fans to speak for 
themselve 


es, 

First Mr Scullino, Newcastle 
is not one tenth the size of 
Sydney. With approximately 
half a million people in its 
metro area and Sydney with 
about 3.8 million people in 
itys Basin, the State capital has 
7-8 times the population of 
Newcastle. Newcastle ranks as 
Australia’s sixth largest city, 
bigger than Canberra and 
Hobart combined! Also, while 
on the subject of cities, and in 
response to Mr Sculino’s 
childish equation on crowd 
figures in direct realtion to city 

ulation, get real!! Nowhere 
in football history, worldwide, 
is the size of a city population 
commensurate to the size of 
crowds it can pull at the local 
stadium. An example is the 
way Manchester, Liverpool and 
Newcastle in Northern England 
quite often outdraw the best 
crowds that London can 
muster, 

In Australia, Newcastle still 
holds the NSL crowd record of 
18 000 plus, set in April 1979 
by Newcastle KB United. So, 
given the right Bae ed 
and contrary to your opinion, 1 
believe Newcastle has a damn 
good chance of a 20 000 
average crowd, If Perth 
continues with its crowds, 

record may fall 
this year, if so, it will have 
taken 19 years to eclipse. In 
that time, no Sydney team has 
ever looked like beating it. 

Another point overlooked is 
that Newcastle's present 
crowds of around 4 000 have as 
much to do with the team’s 
present position on the table, as 
with the economic climate in 
Newcastle, which is now 
burdened with the highest 
unemployment levels in 
Australia, 

You state that Newcastle 
and Wollongong are rugby 
league strongholds. True, and 


PARRAMATIA CITY 
SPORTING CLUB INC 


YOUTH LEAGUE 


REQUIRE PLAYERS FOR 
TRAINING/TRIALS 
WAG 
TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 
U/233, U/sas, U/Ss 
MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS 
START - 6.30PM SHARP 


FROM MONDAY JANUARY 13 
be PRIMROSE RES. 


they always have been, but in 
the past both codes have drawn 
big crowds and co-existed. The 
Breakers and the Mariners 
Super paces ground sharin; 
at proves this to still 
be so. Sydney, Brishane and 
Townsville are also [eague 
strongholds, b but you fail to 
deal out of this fact. 


much in Newcastle. Proud as 
they are of their backgrounds, 
most ethnic groups in 
Newcastle are Novocastrians 
first when it comes to 
following local teams. 

You wrote of introducing 
Christchurch and Wellington 
from New Zealand, two cities 
similar in size or smaller than 
Newcastle, but with no real 
soccer history. You also 
suggest the rugby league 

‘of Townsville, with 
a potential half a million 
people all over North 
Qacesand to draw.on. The 
only problem is, it would take 
them days to get to and from 
the game!. I think the half a 
million ina 20 mile radius of 
the Newcastle GPO is a better 
bet for crowd 

If we are to take you 
seriously Mr Scullino, we'd 
also chuck out Canberra, 
Collingwood and Gippsland, 
all “hopeless failures”. Indeed, 
let’s keep culling until only one 
presently successful team is 
left: Perth Glory. Wow, what a 
competition that would be! 
You see, Mr Scullino, given 
time, and a huge undertaking 
from Soccer Australia to 
promote the code nationwide, 
there is every hope that instead 
of your measly eight team 
competition with hoped for 
crowds of 40 000 ( and pigs 
might fly too!) in the “big” 
cities only, we could support a 
16 team competition, 


two > Kiwi clubs, with realistic 
crowds of ten to twenty 
thousand, Crowds of this size 
would enable a form of 
professionalism that could be 
achievable in the not too 
distant future. 


Ross Greig 
NEW LAMBTON, NSW. 


Editors Note: Great to have 
a debate raging. Who else 
wants to comment? 


F y ¢ 
A peste Op 
0 ry 14 | | Sydney United Le es Fea Mery) } G 9 
gong Ciy 12 | |BrsbmeSkikers = 923 a8 29) Ament ~~” SSay ened 9 
Wollongong City 1446 6 2 24 17 24|| Norman Tome UTS Olympic 8 
Paul ica 12 | | Perth Glory 14°67 «#2 «5 31 23. 23)| FrankFarina Brisbane Strikers 7 
Dino I //SouthMelboume 14 6 4 4 18 Tt 22 ey Brisbane St@ers 7 
Matthew Horsley Wollongong City 11 | | Adelaide City 14 SSR Coe 317 YD 7 
David CerviggkiY” Melbourne Knights 11 | | West Adelaide 46 1 7 2 26 19 acy We Mnichs : 
Sean Crann ’ Byishane pares amtel  14~ Ay a Sueno) — 21-1 ae Jimmy Tsekinis West Adelaide 6 
Melbourne Knights 14 4 4 6 18 18 16 ives Bennet Newadile Breakers: 0S 
UTS Olympic M44 6 D % wl Marconi Fairfield 5 
Newcastle Breakers 15 2 8 5 23 27 14 A inski Eni 5 
Gippsland Falcons 14 3 4 7 15 26 13|\y O liens 
Collingwood Warriorsl4 2 7 #5 13 26 13 Ni ollomgone Cit 5 
CanberraCosmos 15 1 5 9 15 33 8 Eddie Krneevic Gippsland Falcons 5 
Kris Trajanovski UTS Olympic 5 


WOLLONGONG CITY V SYDNEY UNITED 
FRIDAY 3] JANUARY 1997 - 6.30PM 
Wollongong City 7/4, Draw 9/4, Sydney United 5/4 


UTS OLYMPIC V PERTH GLORY 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 6.30PM 
UTS Olympic 6/4, Draw 2/1, Perth Glory 6/4 


BRISBANE STRIKERS V ADELAIDE CITY 
SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 — 7.00PM 
Brisbane Strikers 4/5, Draw 2/1, Adelaide City 3/1 


“ MARCONI FAIRFIELD V CANBERRA COSMOS. 
SATURDAY 1 FEBRUARY 1997 - 7.00PM 2 
Marconi Fairfield 1/2; Dray, 3/2, Canberra Cosmos 9/2: : 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS V COLLINGWOOD wae 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 - 6.00PM __ 
Melbourne Knights EV, Draw 9/4, Collingwood Warriors 9/4 


WEST ADELAIDE V NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 -'7.30PM 
West Adelaide EV, Draw 2/1, Newcastle 9/4 


Bet on any sport 
over the blione. 


Scorriuds 


FreeCall 1800 650 818 


SOUTH MELBOURNE V GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY 1997 - 6.00PM : 
South Melbourne.4/7, Draw 572, Gippsland Falcons 9/2 


A.V.A. 
SOCCER 
CLUB 


ILL FIELD TEAMS IN THE 
NSW FEDERATION 

DIVISION 5, SEASON 1997 

MR STEEN JENJSEN 

(FORMERLY SYDNEY OLYMPIC etc.) 

HAS BEEN APPOINTED 
HEAD COACH 
TRIALS WILL BE HELD EVERY 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY EVENING AT:— 
6.00 PM & SUNDAY MORNING 

AT:— 9.00 AM 
ALL WELCOME FOR THOSE INTERESTED PLEASE CALL:— 


EMMANUEL LIVANos: 95699977 
x PETER GEorGounis: 0412047421 
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Farina stays 
with Strikers 


By GLENN DAVIS 


nk Farina is staying with Se = 
Brisbane Strikers after an 
mising decision to knock 

back the Australian Women’s 


GRETLEY BENEFIT 
DAY SUCCESS 


y DANE SKAFTE 
‘ore than 2,000 everybody pulls together”. 
people turned out The i 
Jast week for the 

family fund-raiser at 


iser — organised 
jointly by the Gretley 
Company, the Union and 


coaching job. Breakers Stadium, Wallsend Soccer Club, was an 
Farina was offered a huge salary Birmingham Gardens. The important part on the success 

package, rumoured to be around the program included Soccer of the day. 

$150,000 mark, to take over as the matches and band Many mineworkers from 


Gretley’s sister pit at Lithgow 
arrived with pledges which 
was expected to add another 
$50,000 from raffle ticket 

sales and auctions. 
The day's proceedings got 
at 11 o'clock with 


national women's coach with a 
guaranteed berth into the Sydney 
2000 Olympics. Despite rejecting 
the women’s job, Farina hasn't lost 
his desire to coach or be strongly 
involved with the men’s national 
team currently under the helm of 
former manager Terry Venables. 
Farina, who has been weighing 
up his options over the past 
fortnight, said he was not yet ready to give 


performances, line dancing 
and celebrity events. 

‘This was all in aid to help 
the families of the four miners 
killed at Gretley Colliery, in 
the Hunter Valley, last 
November. 

Killed were Edward 
Batterham, 48, John Hunter, 
36, Damon Murray, 19 and 
Mark Kaiser, 30. 


Gretley Allstars and Wallsend 
Golden Oldies. The Allstars 


management who now keep their trump had plenty of talent with 


away his playing career. coaching, playing and marketing card for a few All four miners were killed former Socceroo Col ‘Bunny’ 
“Running out and kicking a ball, the — more seasons yet, when a torrent of water burst Curran and KB United player 
competitiveness, that’s me,” said Farina. Farina denied he was offered more money | into a new part of the mine John Sneddon guiding The 
“Throughout my career, playing Soccer has __ by the Strikers before making his decision. which they were working. Allstars to a one nil lead at the 


half time break. The goal was 
scored by Robbie Davies a 
former Austral player. 

The serious aspect of the 


got me everywhere I've gone or been to and 
T’m not ready to give it away yet.” 

Farina’s decision was made last Wednesday 
and announced over the public address system 


‘The response to the Gretley 
disaster fund has hit $140,000 
after the gates closed last 
week according to Gretley’s 


However, Strikers chairman Ian Brusasco 
said he attempted to broker a deal with Soccer 
Australia chairman David Hill to keep Farina in 


at the Four Nations tournament at Suncorp 
Stadium before a cheering crowd of over 


15,000 spectators. 


‘ollongong City captain 

Matt Horsley is 
hoping the two-week break 
in the Ericsson Cup does not 
have an adverse effect on 
the team going into its vital 
clash with the rampant 
Sydney United. 

“I would rather we had 
played right through without 
the break so we could keep 
the momentum going. We 
have been playing really well, 
scoring a few goals and 
showing some real 
confidence. 

“Obviously it helps clubs 
that have nigeling injuries, us 
included. We have just one 
major injury problem, and that 
is Gary Van Egmond, who 
has a hamstring strain. On the 
plus side of things, we now 
have fully fit players like 
Jason Connelly, Brett Hughes, 
Lupcho Naumoyksi and 
striker Tony Perinich, all who 
have missed vital games,” 
said Horsley. 

Despite this, the side has 
been able to pick up valuable 
points while these key players 
have been out, an indication 
of the strength of the squad. 
Naumoyski has been slated as 
the replacement for the 


Queensland. 


The decision pleased the Strikers’ 


suspended Michael Reda, The 
classy midfielder picked up 
his fourth yellow card in the 


game at Gippsland. 
Coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos will 


finalise the selection after 
training on Friday night 
before this classic encounter 
between the league’s two 
form sides. He has conceded 
that Naumovski is the logical 
replacement. “Lupcho was 
playing well before the injury 
and will obviously be very 
keen to do well against his 
former club. Losing Reda is a 
big blow because he has been 
so effective,” said 
‘Theodorakopoulos. 


Bmusasco, a former ASF chairman, believes 
former Socceroos should be brought into the 
coaching programme. 


game had gone in the 

half when the first miners 

helmet and lamp appeared on 

a head indicating they were all 

here to help the families. 
Gretley made it 2-0 after 


Human Resources Manager, 
Mrs Lorraine Sturgeon. 

“The day itself was great 
and the response has been 
overwhelming. It is great to 
know in a time of need that 

FSH 


Col ‘Bunny* Curran: Stil showed some of his skills 
after over 20 years working In the mines. , 
only two minutes on the Midway through the 
3 second half Wallsend were 
awarded a penalty by Referee 
Allan Eacott and John Parkes 
converted for the oldies. 
Wallsend levelled the 
scores in the closing seconds 
of the game when Allan 
Russell converted another 


penalty. 

In the other matches West 
Wallsend played a 1-1 all 
draw with Wallsend and 
Newcastle Topper Breakers 
scored a convincing 6-1 win 
over Adamstown Rosebuds. 

A special thanks must go to 
all the volunteers who sold 
raffle tickets, and donated 
their time on a very special 
occasion. 


OZ-TEL 
TO VISIT 
ADELAIDE 


delaide will not miss out 

on seeing and hearing 
from new Socceroo supremo 
Terry Venables. Oz Tel has 
agreed to visit Adelaide on 
Tuesday February 4. 

He will be guest speaker at 
a special Chairman's lunch 
hosted by the Federation, 
Adelaide City and West 
Adelaide and it will be held at 
the Entertainment Centre’s 
Spotlight Function Centre. 
Tickets are available from the 


OZ TEL FOR 
THE GONG 


‘New Socceroo coach Terry 
Venables will be in 
Wollongong as a guest 
speaker at a business 
luncheon at the Fraternity 
Club on the Monday after the 
Sydney United game (Feb 3). 
Wolves Chairman, Brian 
Hastings said he was hoping 
that the function would 
complete a big weekend for 
the club. 

“What a great way to 
celebrate a win over Sydney 
United. Terry will be 
interviewed by soccer mad 
journalist George Negus, and 
comedy will be supplied by 
the hilarious Brian Doyle - it 
should be a great afternoon, 
and, as expected, tickets are 
selling fast.” 

An auction will also be 
staged and two of the items to 
go under the hammer will be 
an autographed Alan Shearer 
Newcastle shirt, as well as an 
autographed David Campese 


‘Andy McDougall, Jim Wright referee, John Govan before the kick off of the match 
West Wallsend versus Wallsend. 


J-LEAGUE CHAMPS 
IN ADELAIDE 


sa direct result of an initiative of the 
jouth Australian Federation and the 
State Department of Sport and Recreation, 
through an Austrade sponsorship, J-League 
Champions Nagoya Grampus Eight will 
hold their pre-season training camp in 
Adelaide from February 2-12, 

The camp is being administered by the 
Federation in conjunction with Marion Bunnik 
World Travel and the Department. Nagoya 
Grampus Eight is sponsored by Toyota, and as 
an indication of the importance of this visit, the 
president of the club along with the vice 
president of Toyota will be in attendance 
during the camp. 

“We see this as a real coup for South 
Australian soccer to have the J-League 
Champions come to Adelaide for their pre- 
season preparations,” the Federation's General 
Manager said. “The team boasts many high 


profile international players and is widely 
regarded as the most professional of all J- 
League teams." 

“Last year we identified that we could not 
exist as a body solely organising competitions, 
we needed to source new areas of income. This 
is just one of our initiatives which will become 
evident over the next twelve months." 

While in Adelaide, Nagoya Grampus Eight 
will base their training around Camden 
Reserve, home of West Torrens Birkalla 
Eagles, and will play two matches. The first, 
against a South Australian State Team on 
Saturday February 8, will be at Camden 
kicking off at 6pm. 

The other match will be against Ericsson 
Cup side West Adelaide at Hindmarsh 
Stadium, kicking off at 7pm on Tuesday 
February 11. 


Federation Office (83400688), 
Adelaide City (8346 1055) or 
West Adelaide (8346 9695) at 


$50 per head. After the 
funcheon, an ‘invitation only” 
cocktail party will be held for 
all clubs and members of the 
Federation to give them an 
opportunity to meet Venables. 


jersey. 

Tickets are $55 each and 
are available at the Wolves 
office. Phone: (042) 26 3988. 
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A vi Ls ‘ 
eague kicks off in 


early February, in the heat 
of Summer. NSW Super 


finals in late September or 
early October when the 
weather is less harmful to 
players and spectators. That 
would then mean a later start 


League’s Pre-season to the season, surely a 
competition runs from welcome relief. 
February 11 until March 16. 


Most games in Victoria §@ Got news last week that 
Start after 7.30pm with Graham Arnold is back in 
matches on Fridays, Saturdays Holland with NAC Breda. He 
and Mondays. However some had been due to trial with 
in NSW go on at 3.00pm. Eddie Thomson’s Hiroshima 

Can’t understand why the 
second string competitions 
after the Ericsson Cup have to 
start so early and run up 
against the attraction of the 
National League. 

‘They could easily hold their 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


SOCCER PROMOTIONS is a professional coaching 
ervice for players, clubs and coaches created in 


1995, 
‘Their aim is to improve the standard of soccer in Victorian 
clubs and individual players by delivering structured coaching 
programs. These include coaching clinics, skill tests, fitness tests, 
professional development programs for coaches, soccer holiday 
camps and preparatory, elite and high performance programs for 
individually motivated players with ambition and commitment, 
Their program utilises systematic methods of instruction to 
develop players from U7s to seniors. Most of the present 86 
| players taking part in different programs signed up to add 
| extra training in specific areas to develop themselves as more 
complete players which will improve their chances of making 
the Victorian representative squads, or perhaps at the 
Victorian Institute of Sport. Some older-players attend to 
improve their fitness level which may allow them to play in 
higher leagues. 

On a different front, during 1996 DSSP assisted more than 
45 schools, primary and secondary, to run their soccer 
programs through clinics, team training and teacher's in- 
| service. For 1997, they have developed a set of 
comprehensive programs in which students are systematically 
instructed in the basic and essential soccer techniques and 
Tules of the game, through to advanced team tactics for team 
coaching and sport education programs. 

In the club arena, Springvale City SC, Bentleigh Greeens, 
Kingston City, Heidelberg United, Richmond, Baxter, 
Sherbrooke, Keon Park and Phillip Island SC are some of the 
clubs that in one degree or another enjoyed and benefited from 
DS Soccer's coaching visits. 

The overall response to the innovative soccer programs has 
been impressive and the organisation are very pleased and proud 
to be involved in the current move towards better organisation of 
soccer in Victoria, Children involved enjoyed the experience of 
having a highly qualified coach from outside the club showing 
them new skills correctly executed. Programs can be tailored to 
|| your club requirements starting for as little as $20 player (added 
} to annual registration) for two clinics and top skill tests. 


OUTSTA 
COACHING AVAILABLE 


Article supplied by DS Soccer Promotions 


Apparently the Dutch club, 
where he is leading the goal 
scoring with ten to date, 
offered Arnie a twelve month 
contract and a testimonial, 

The offer was too good to 
refuse so he repacked his 
clogs and headed for familiar 
temmitory. 

Tony Vidmar is apparently 
starring for the same club 
which plays in the Dutch First 
Division, 


® Seems like there’s 
much change in the playing 
Tanks at top NSW Federation. 
club, Blacktown City. Hardly 
surprising their lowly position 
and lack of success last season 
is unprecedented in recent 
times. With arguably the finest 
playing surface in NSW and 
first class facilities the Club 
oozes style. As more 
information comes to hand 
you'll be the first to know. 


© Meanwhile at Lynwood 
Park, Cambelltown’s local 
Super League outfit, 
Macarthur Rams pushes on 
into what promises to be a 
bright future, 

Under the guideance once 
more of the likeable former 


Scot, Hugh McGrory they 
should prove a difficult team 
to overcome. 

‘The behind the scenes fund 
raising activity is a tribute to 
the hard work and belief in the 
Rams, by a dedicated band of 
people. 


‘© One of the Iong time 
contributurs to ABSW, John 
Economos flew out of Sydney 
for Italy last Thursday. He 


John Economos: In Italy 
at Viareggio. 


NDIN 


Reports from the games 

played by Marconi against the 
youth of Udinese, Torino and 
the mighty Manchester United 


was invited to accompany 
Marconi’s Youth team to the 
Viareggio tournament at the 
small town near Pisa, 


will appear in next week's 


+ George Kaye writes 
about the current Socceroo 
shirt which costs about $100. 
George tells us that although 
the players’ shirts have the 
Australian Coat of Arms as one. 
the ones 


authentic Socceroo shirts. 


the Olympic rings, 


Bett Park Soccer 
C.us GeeLonc 


VICTORIA STATE 
LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 


Head Coach: 
JUAN FERNANDO HOMPART 


Would like to see Melbourne 
Players for Training/Trials 


TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
Start — 7.00 pm SHARP 
Further Detalles Contact: 
JUAN: 041 9595493 
CLuB: (03) 52761440 
Seeretany — LINO MAZZA 
(03) 52786460 


Bentleigh Greens SC, Kingston 
Heath Reserve, Centre Dandenong 
Road (87 F2) Mon-Sun. 
Enquiries welcome from players with ambition 
and drive as full commitment is required! 
30 GLENDALE CRESCENT BERWICK VIC 3806 
Phone (03) 9705 2339 Mobile 015 507 125 


SOCCER PROMOTIONS 


Development Soccer 
Programs for 


Junior Blite Players 
* Improve your speed and precision of play 
* Develop muscular strength & endurance 
* Shape a professional attitude 
All our instructors are Level 3, 
former NSL Players, PE Teachers 
& professional Fitness 


Instructors. 


* Preparatory and High Performance 
Programs available from Under 7's 
to Youth & Senior Players. 

* For bookings, brochure and further 
information telephone now! 

* All sessions held at 


purchased from shops display 
the Soccer Australia logo, He 
feels cheated as they are not 


He says a similar thing 
about the Olyroo shirts which 
have the Australian flag and 


The sales of Manchester 
United shirts would not be as 
great if the retail item had a 
different badge to the team’s 


he 1997 edition of 
Victoria’s Premier 
League begins Friday 
of next week with games at 
Green Gully Reserve and 
Smith Reserve. The 1996 
season culminated with a 
superb grand final between 
Altona Magic and 
Heidelberg United. Magic 
eventually took out the game 
on penalties after an 
enthralling 3-3 draw before 
§,000 at Lakeside Stadium. 
They must be favourites to 
grab their third consecutive 
title but will face some stiff 
opposition.from Springvale 
White Eagles, who enter the 
fray as champions of the 
first division last year, only 
a year after. being promoted 
from the second division. A 
strong squad and big 
support make them the side 
to look out for in 1997. 
Another team expecting big 
things is Preston Lions. 
Relegated a year after winning 
the title the former national 
league club have bounced 
back straight away to be 
amongst Victoria’s elite once 
more,Green Gully, Bentleigh 
Greens, Sunshine Georgies 
and Heidelberg will attempt to 
forther from last 
year's finals series.There is a 
new side taking part in the 
shape of Bullen Inter. Inter is 
a merger between Bulleen 
Lions and Box Hill Inter, 
playing at Bulleen’s Veneto 
Club. Albion Redsox are 
another team to undergo 


change, becoming the Melton 
Redsox. They have moved 
from their Selwyn Park 
ground to the new 
Macpherson Park in Melton. 
The Premier League runs until 
August with the Grand Final 
taking place on September 7. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
FIRST ROUND 


Friday February 7 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Heidelberg United 
(8.30 pm) 
Fawkmer Blues v Preston Lions. 
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Last season’s winners are 
going for a hat trick of titles. 
They probably have the 
strongest squads in the League 
and it is hard to believe that 
the club has not been raided 
by Ericsson Cup clubs, as 
more than half of last year's 
winning squad are capable of 
playing at the highest level. 
‘They had a settled line up for 
most of the season under the 
guidance of Gary Cole, Don’t 
expect too much to change in 
the way of personnel, but one 
arrival is that of Mike 
Michalakopoulos. The former 
South Melbourne and 
Heidelberg United player has 
been playing in Victoria's 
lower divisions —_ with 
Springvale and last year with 
third division Ringwood. 

He finished top scorer with 
over thirty goals and comes to 
a club already boasting 
notable goalscorers in Sash 


Becinovski and Nick 
Georgopoulos. The player to 
watch will be Zoran Peirevski. 
Petrevski burst onto the scene 
late last year with a brief 
cameo that suggested he has 
potential to burn. A scorer in 
last year’s Dockerty Cup Final 
against Melbourne Knights, 
17 year old Petrevski is 
currently playing for the VIS 
in the National Youth League. 


Bentleigh Greens followed 
North Geelong and Port 
Melbourne as the teams who. 


performed beyond 
expectations after coming up 
from the first division. Under 
Harry Chalkitis the club had a 
similar rise to that of the 
Springvale White Eagles, and 
made finals in their first 
Premier League Season. Much 
of that was down to ABSW 
player of the year, and Gold 
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Bulleen Inter are the result 
of the between Bullen 
Lions and Box HIll Inter. 
Much will be expected of this 
new club and the combination 
of both squads will make a 
yery competitive team under 
coach Michael Urukalo. The 
club has also picked up 


Medal = winner, —_—Ike 
Alagiozidis. He only played 
about half the season, but his 
performances out of midfield 
were simply stunning. Throw 
in the goalscoring talents of 
Zoran Todorovski and Lee 
Hutton, and the Greens have a 
more than useful 
side.Todorovski and Lutton 
missed part of the season, 
including the finals, and along 


Michael Urukalo: Has accepted the challenge with 
Lions. 


with Alagiozidis these were 


the three players Bentleigh 
missed badly. Alagiozidis has 
now left for first division 
Knigston City, but the club 
has picked up two players of 
noted Premier league class; 
striker Dale White has come 


from Bulleen and 1994 Gold, 
Medal winner Nick Van’ 


Egmond has signed from 
Croydon City . 


Michael Mazzini and Harry 
Ngata from the Thomastown 
Zebras, as well as Paul Della 
Rocca from the same club, 
before the Collingwood 
Warriors snapped him up from. 
under their noses. Inter plan to 
push for a place in the 
Ericsson Cup in future years 
but will need to impress on the 
park for a start. 


' 88088 


: u : s 
the newly amalgamated Bulleen 


—_—_—_—— ABW et 


un Wednesday 27 
November 1996 a 
group of youths 


entered a training camp in 
preparation for what was 
probably the greatest 
achievement in their Soccer 
career to date, to take part 
in the Australian Secondary 
Schools Soccer Association 
tour of the United Kingdom 
and Europe. 

Under the watchful eyes of 
Chris James, tour leader, and 
Joe Larecki, coach, they 
trained for the next two days. 
Then on Saturday 30 they 
boarded an aircraft to fly to 


their first stop, London and 
matches against Kent Schools 
and South East England 
Schools. 


INITIAL 
WIN 
They attracted the interest 
of many club scouts when 
they played against their 
traditional rivals, Kent, 


beating them 4-0. The next 
day, against South East 
England they won 1-0 and 
were officially welcomed by 
the Chairman of the English 
Schools Football Association. 
On the 5 December, they 


llija Prenz 


i; (ACT) Runner up player of the 
ur and former Joey. 


Team: 

Damien Beattie Fauller, VIC 

Marco Bresciano Green Gully, VIC 
Adriano Caniglia Vis, VIC 

Adam Cimino Green Gully, VIC 
Damon Collina Bulleen, VIC 
Christopher Day QAS, QLD 

Mark Leone Parramatta Eagles, NSW 
Glen Meliak Parramatta Eagles, NSW 
Zoran Milnar Stirling Macedonia, WA 
Paul O'Grady Parramatta Eagles, NSW 
Hija Prenzoski Canberra Cosmos, ACT 
Kain Rastall UTS Olympic, NSW 
Bamey Smith AIS, ACT 

Jason Vukadin Melbourne Knights, VIC 
Aaron Westervelt ‘AIS, ACT ‘i 

Toby Wright ~ Perth Glory, WA’ 
Officials: 

Chris James Tour Leader 

Joe Larecki Coach 

Kon Pratt Manager/Assistant Coach 
Richard Beazley Assistant Coach/Physio 


took a cross channel ferry to 
Belgium for a two day stay. In 
freezing fog the team played 
against Ostende, who had five 
players with first grade 
experience in their side, and 
beat them 1-0 in the last few 
minutes. Whilst in Belgium 
they had the chance to watch 
the elite first team squad of 
Club Bruge train, and then it 


By JODEE ROGERS 


The 11th December saw 
them flying across the Irish 
Sea to Dublin where their first 
game against the Republic of 
Treland Schools finished 1-1. 
‘The next day was a free day 
and then on the 13th came the 
first upset of the tour, 
provided by Northern Sreland 
in Belfast who beat the 
Australians 4-0 on a frozen 


was back to England. artificial surface. 

They became the envy of 
folks at home as they visited TRIP TO 
Upton Park to watch West WEMBLEY 


Ham and then the impressive 
Highbury where Arsenal draw 
two all with Derby County in 
the Premier League. 

On Sunday, the 8th they 
travelled to Wales, and that 
afternoon they played out a 
tough international against 
Welsh Colleges which ended 
in a 1-1 draw. In front of 
1,200 spectators at Aberdare 
the next day the Australian 
team handed out a 5-1 
thrashing of the Welsh 
Schoolboys side. 


The next day their jet- 
setting continued as they were 
back in England for the 
weekend. What a hectic 
weekend it proved with a visit 
to Wimbledon Football Club, 
a tour of Wembley and a game 
against Essex where the boys 
retumed to the winning track 
with a 3-0 victory. 

On 17th December the 
team travelled to Rome where 
a reception at the Australian 
Embassy was held, and Paul 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS TOURING PARTY 


Okon made a special 
appearance. That night the 
boys joined a crowd of 90,000 | 
fans to watch a charity game 
between Lazio and Roma. 
They were to play a game 
against the Lazio Youth side 
but unfortunately this was 
cancelled. 

Throughout the tournament 
outstanding performances 
were given by Marco 
Bresciano, from Victoria who 
was named Player of the Tour 
and has just been granted a 
scholarship with the AIS. 
Named runner up to Bresciano 
was IlijajPrenzoski from the 
ACT, a former Australian 
Under 17 Joey. Both players 
attracted the interest of 
Chelsea scouts. 

Four days before Christmas 
the team flew back into 
Sydney conceding one loss 
‘out of nine games, a tour that 
Chris James deemed as 
successfull both on and off the 
field. 


Marco Bresciano: Player of the tour and 
recently been called up to ihe AIS. 


WANTED! 


Premier 


MOSMAN SOCCER CLUB 
1996 Club of the Year in the 
Manly Warringah Soccer 
Association are encouraging 
new Premier League standard 
players to join us for the 1997 
Season, 

Trial game times and club info 
call Keith Broome: 


| 0411 462277 
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‘is said that soccer is the World 
te: and friendships know no 


bounds — this story shows there is 
truth in both of these statements. 

Australia is a favourite destination for the 
rich J-League clubs, looking for a competi- 
tive hit-out before their season begins i 
Japan. The distance is short, the facilities 
and opposition are obviously adequate, as 
more and more teams from the Land of the 
Rising Sun head Down Under. 

Last February, leading J-League side 
Urawa Red Diamonds travelled to Adelaide 
for a pre-season training, conveniently 
escaping the cold and snow of a Japanese 
winter. It was the club's second visit to 
Australia, having visited the year before for 
similar reasons. Urawa were to spend ten 
days in South Australia, then finish their two 
week stint in Sydney. 

While in Adelaide, Red Diamonds had 
organised games against the SA State side, 
West Adelaide and Adelaide City. The first 
game was against the State team, and this is 
where the heart warming story began. 


EYE INJURY 

Urawa goalkeeper Hisashi Tsuchida is a 
towering 29 year old, well-known in his 
home country. The talented custodian lined 
up for his side against SA, and during this 
game was struck in the eye by a powerful 
shot; he was replaced immediately and taken 
to nearby Burnside Hospital. 

While the injury resulted in a temporary 
loss of sight in Tsuchida’s left eye, doctors 
were initially concerned the damage may 
have been permanent. Luckily, the Japanese 
keeper's sight was restored after three days, 
but his stay in hospital was extended to nine 
days; thus, his tour. of Australia was effec- 
tively over as far as competing was con- 
cerned. 

The injured player initially had a lonely 
time in hospital. He spoke little English and 
the team manager, Hideo Sato, was his most 
regular visitor, while the rest of the team 
was busy training and playing. 


During his stay, a ward assistant at the 
hospital, Gianfranco ‘Frank’ Pagnozzi, 
heard the player was there. Frank, being a 
soccer fanatic and talented player, was 
excited at the prospect of meeting this pro- 
fessional player from Japan. He visited 
Hisashi and talked with him at some length, 
with the assistance of Sato, who speaks 
eight languages. Frank visited him daily, 
talking about his recovery, the J-League and 
soccer in general, With patches over both 
eyes, Hisashi could not even see his visitor 
until the fifth day, nevertheless he was 
extremely happy to have his company. 

On the last day of the hospital stay, 
Hisahsi and Hideo invited Frank to be a 
guest in their corporate box for the game 
between Adelaide City and Canberra 
Cosmos. After the game, Frank and his 
fiance Nadia were taken out to dinner by 
their new friends to an smart Japanese 
restaurant for a traditional meal. They had a 
private room at the team hotel, all paid for 
with no expense spared. At this point, the 
team were to head off to Sydney for the 
remaining leg of the trip, but Tsuchida had 
warmed to the City of Churches and being 
unable to play decided to stay on. 


FRIENDSHIP FORGED 
Frank suggested that he take Hisashi and 
Hideo sightseeing, to which the tourists 
were enthusiastic and grateful for a guide to 
a foreign city. The two visitors were taken 
to Cleland Wildlife Park, the Mt. Lofty 
lookout and other Adelaide landmarks. 

That night the Japanese duo were invited 
back to Frank’s house, where his mother had 
prepared a traditional Italian dinner with 
homemade wine. Hideo knew Italian, so 
communication was not a problem, and all 
parties thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

‘The Urawa keeper had given Frank some 
Urawa clothing as a gift. This included 
shorts, a T-shirt, tracksuit top and a team 
flag. Frank was thrilled with these gifts, but 
was flabbergasted the next day when Hisahi 
and Hideo invited him back to the hotel 


Hisashi Tsuchida: Suffered eye injury in Australia last year. 
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~ at 
LANCE LIBRANDI 
room. There he was given a further large 
bag containing shirts, tracksuits, socks and 
the like, Frank did not expect any form of 
reward, having entertained his new friends 
through the love of the game, but graciously 
accepted his gifts. 

Frank went so far as to take the two 
Japanese tourists to the airport when it was 
time to leave, picking them up for a 7am 
departure. The visitors were understandably 
grateful and they exchanged contact detail 
Frank was happy to have shared the exper 
ence, not really expecting to hear any more 
from the pair. 

To his surprise, he received a phone call 
from Japan a week later to confirm Hisashi 
was well. The custodian’s wife then thanked 
Frank for all he had done for her injured 
husband 


BIRTHDAY SURPRISE 

Having asked for Frank’s birthday, a 
package was sent from Japan received on 
the day containing more Urawa merchan- 
dise, including programmes, phonecards, a 
club song CD and a card. It is amazing to 
see the extent of J-League marketing and the 
amount of money involved 

Another coincidence was that Hisashi 
made his debut in the J-League on May16 
1993 - Frank's birthday! While in Adelaide 
the humble Japanese player kept asking 
“what can I give you?”, and was told no 
reward was needed. Regardless, Frank 
received many soccer related gifts, and was 
assured if he should venture to Japan, he 
would be looked after as a personal guest of 
Hisashi and his club. The time spent with 
the Japanese player was in itself a rarity; in 
Japan the fans rarely get to meet their 
heroes. 

All in all it was a wonderful experience 
for the Adelaide fan, and one he will no 
doubt never forget; likewise, it was a time 
Franks’s new Japanese friends will remem- 
ber for many years. Frank Pagnozzi has 
made ‘friends for life’. Just another example 
of the World Game bringing countries closer 
together in friendship and goodwill. 


oe 2 


Gianfranco Pagnozzl:Overwhelmed with gifts from his friend 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JANUARY 28, 1997 


Hisashi Tsuchida: Happy to make friends of Adelaide soccer fan. 
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ees doi 2 
Aston Villa. 23 10 6 7 31 24 36 Division 3 vans etiian 1 
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Everton 23.7 7 9 31 34 28 Barnet 0 Darlington 0 
Tottenham 22 8 4 10 24 30 28 Brighton _——-3._- Rochdale 0 Suventus 18 10 6 2 26 13 36 
Leeds 23 8 4 11 21 27 28 Cambridge UnitedO Hereford I Sampdoria 18 9 5 4 37 23 32 
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oking wrote another 
memorable chapter in 
its history while Coventry 
lcame chose to experiencing 
another cup nightmare when 
ithe minor league side held its 
premier league opponents to a 
‘1-1 draw in their F.A. Cup 
third round tie on Saturday. 

With just seconds remaining of 
the tie, the 1000-1 outsiders scored 
{through Steve Thompson to cancel 
lout Eoin Jess’s 75th minute strike, 
Since winning the Cup for the 
lonly time in 1987, Coventry have 
never progressed beyond the fourth 
round, the worst moment coming 
‘when it lost to minor league Sutton 
in the third round in 1989. 

They now face a tough replay at 
Woking on February 4 and it is not 
beyond the realms of possibility 
that Woking could add the Sky 
Blues to its list of league scalps 
which include West Bromwich 
(1991), and Millwall and 
Cambridge this season. 

Hednesford, the only other 
minor league side in the Cup, gave 
Bryan Robson’s Middlesbrough the 
fright of their lives when Joe 
O°Connor put the little club from 
the Midlands ahead after 14 
minutes of their fourth round tie. 
"The Premier League side were then 
made to work very hard for their 3- 


2 victory. 

Middlesbrough pulled level 
through a 26th minute own goal 
but went ahead for the first time 
only four minutes from the end 
when Norwegian substitute Jan- 
Aage Fjortoft scored. 

Unsettled Italian Fabrizio 
Ravanelli, whose $90,000 weekly 
salary could buy and sell the entire 
Hednesford club several times 
oyer, made it 3-1 with two minutes 
10 go. 

But O'Connor had the last word 
with a second in the last minute. If 
ultimately Hednesford scored only 
a moral victory there were tangible 
upset successes for first division 


Bradford, who i 
in a fourth round tie at Goodison 
Park, and second division 
Wrexham, who beat hapless West 
Ham 1-0 in a third round replay at 
Upton Park. 

Bradford, struggling near the 
bottom of division one, sent 
Everton reeling to its sixth defeat 
in seven matches thanks to an 
inspired performance by Chris 
Waddle, a losing finalist with 
Tottenham 10 years ago. 

Waddle had a hand in all three 
goals which came in a 10-minute 
Spell, scoring the second himself in 
the 51st minute soon after John 
Dreyer had put Bradford ahead. 

An own goal put Everton back 
in the match before Rob Steiner 
restored Bradford’s two-goal 
advantage in the 59th minute. 

Gary Speed scored in the last 
minute for Everton but that could 
not stop Bradford reaching the fifth 
round for the first time since 1988. 

Wrexham, who scored a famous 
Cup win over Arsenal five years 
ago, upset another side from the 
capital thanks to a last-minute 
winner from substitute Kevin 
Russell. He powered home a 20- 
metre drive to send more than 
3,000 travelling fans wild with 
delight. In contrast, angry home 
fans turled abuse at the directors’ 


Cup holders Manchester United, 
without David Beckham, David 
May, Nicky Butt, Ronny Johnsen) 
and Gary Pallister, looked to have| 
secured its passage into the fiftl 
round when Paul Scholes found the 
net with a low diving header af 
89 minutes to put them 1-0 up 
against fellow premier league] 
tivals Wimbledon. 

But the London side, who have} 
lost only two of its past 26) 
matches, came storming back with) 
a header from Robbie Earle t 
square the match at 1-1. Unite 
coming to London for the replay} 
the following week. 

Derby and Aston Villa, who first 
met in the Cup in 1885, played o 
a one-sided Midlands derby, Derby 
winning 3-1 to reach the fifth 
round for only the third time in the} 


Cup semifinals, kept alive its F.A.| 
Cup interest with a 2-1 win over] 
manager Martin O'Neill's formes] 
club Norwich in 8 match that had 
both teams finish with 10 men. 


ASYLUM FOR ETHIOPIANS' 


Clutching passports and 
wearing their soccer kit, 16 
players from Ethiopia's 
national team slipped out 
‘of their hotel and trudged 
for kilometres to Rome to 
request political asylum 
last week, 

“We had decided some time ago 
to leave Ethiopia, where there are 
political, religious and ethnic 
problems,” Mohammed Timam, a 
striker for the team, told reporters 
at Rome’s police headquarters 
where he, 15 of his teammates and 
their lawyer were talking to 
officials after the request. 

Before they showed up, police 
had started looking for them after 
the players disappeared early 
yesterday from their hotel in Ostia, 
‘a seaside town about 20 kilometres 


from Rome and close to Leonardo 
| ida Vinci airport. 


The team was making a 


stopover in the capital en route to 
an African Nations Cup game in 
Morocco which had been 
scheduled for Sunday. 

Two players, the coach and four 
staff members of the team 
remained behind in the hotel. 

The lawyer, Mario Lana, said 
that on previous trips outside the 
country, team officials held on to 
the players’ passports. 

‘This time, “we managed to get 
(them) back from the front desk of 
the hotel, where perhaps they were 
not advised that they weren’t 
supposed to give them back to the 
players,” Timam was quoted as 
saying by the Italian news agency 
ANSA. 

‘The striker said that their flight 
from the hotel began in the early 
hours when some players knocked 
‘on each others’ doors and gave the 
word that they were ready to try 
for asylum, 

“Most of us were wearing our 


team uniform and sneakers and we 
reached Rome by walking without 
knowing where to go,” Timam 
said. “We asked fetlow Ethiopians 
we met in the street whom should 
we ask in Rome to obtain political 
asylum.” 

Immigsants from Ethiopia, 
where Italy had a colonial 
presence, are numerous in the 
centre of Rome. 

“They told us that we could go 
ask at the Ethiopian community 
association,” Timam said, saying 
they then were referred to Lana, 
who has handled requests for 
asylum in the past by Ethiopian 
hijackers, 

Said Saifu Sable, a 
representative of Rome’s Ethiopian 
communitywho was with the 
asylum-seekers at the police 
station, “The (Ethiopian) 
government is playing one ethnic 
group against another and Islamic 
fundamentalism has become a very 


Serious problem.” 

Reconciling ethnic difference: 
among Ethiopians is a major| 
difficulty of the country as it trie: 
to solidify new-found democracy] 
following the ouster earlier thi: 
decade of a dictatorship. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman,| 
Lorenzo Galanti, said he could not 
comment on the asylum request, 
He said political asylum request: 
go through a long evaluation| 
process, and added that in previo 


cases, 

Bekele Bengessa, an advisor at 
Ethiopia’s embassy in Rome, sai 
he was puzzled about the asylum| 
request. 

“J don’t know for what reasons) 
they can ask for asylum. It is very] 
strange,” Bengessa said. “In} 
Ethiopia, there is liberty, freedom, 
there is freedom of movement.” 

The embassy said it was| 
arranging to fly the rei ing 
members back to Ethiopia, 


WARM RECEPTION 
FOR ITALIANS 


esare Maldini might won 
over Italians with his 
debut on the national bench 
but his team will struggle to 


friendly in Sicily last week. 

Goals from Gianfranco Zola 
and Alessandro Del Piero, who 
scored with a stunning last-minute 
free-kick, were enough to win 
Maldini a standing ovation from 
38,000 Sicilians packed into “La 
|Favorita” stadium, 

But it could not hide the fact 
‘that Maldini’s side suffered from 
ithe same glaring deficiency as 
Sacchi’s teams, a failure to convert 
territorial advantage into goals. 

“We must do better,” admitted 
Italy's new manager afterwards. 
“We have real problems in the 
final 25 metres.” 

In a rare display of national 
unity, Sicilians crowded into 
Palermo’s stadium to celebrate 
former under-2] manager 
Maldini’s first appearance on the 
lbench since he replaced Sacchi, 

“Forza Italia, let’s start again,” 
read one banner, unfurled as 
Maldini led his team through their 
pre-match warm-up. 

“The public were extremely 
generous,” said Maldini, who 
shrewdly selected Palermo as the 
venue for his first match. 

The national side joined in the 
nationalist spirit, swapping their 
usual blue shirts and white shorts 
for an all-new blue strip, a colour 
which traditionally symbolises 
Italian soccer. 

Although one banner 
proclaimed “Never again, Sacchi”, 
Maldini fielded a team which, on 
paper, resembled the side 
eliminated in the first round of 
Euro 96. 

On the pitch, however, Maldini, 
a pupil of former Italy manager 
|Enzo Bearzot, took Italy back in 
jtime by fielding a five-man 
defence with Ciro Ferrara as 


‘cross but the referee waved play 
‘on as the ball fell to the unmarked 
‘Zola in the area. 

‘The diminutive playmaker from 
English premier league Chelsea 


Sidestepped advancing goalkeeper] 
Tommy Wright before finding the 
net with a shot from an acute angle} 
which Wright could only help on| 
its way in. 

The Italians came close to going 
two-up in the 16th minute when| 
Angelo Di Livio’s searching cross 
picked out Casiraghi but the Lazio 
striker’s shot was parried by| 
Wright. 

The Irish goalkeeper was tested} 
again from the resulting comer but 
somehow scrambled Di Livio’s} 
volley off the line after fumbling} 
his first save. 

But despite dominating the rest 
of the match, time and again the! 
Italians saw neatly constructed} 
moyes break down on the edge of 
a crowded Northern Irish penalty} 
area. 

For their part, the visitors, who} 
have never won on Italian soil, 
hardly looked capable of 
equalising although James Quinn} 
forced a full-length save from| 
goalkeeper Angelo Peruzzi with a| 
volley in the 55th minute. 

It took an inspired free-kick! 
from second-half substitute Dell 
Piero to give an air of 
respectability to the scoreline. 

Minutes after squandering an| 
easier chance, the Juventus| 
number 10 curled the ball in at 
Wright’s near post from the far} 
side of the penalty area. 
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Motherwell 


BY STUART JONES 


Weird and Wonderful 


BY STUART JONES 


GROUND: Fir Park 
ADDRESS: Fir Park Steet, Motherwell ML 2GN 1899/1900 
RAILWAY ¢ STATION: Nees (1.5 miles) Aston Villa again out lasted the field to successfully retain their First Division ttle. Of the previous seven campaigns, Villa had 


won five, including one double. In this season they were only two points clear of Sheffield United at the top. Glossop (who had 
dropped North End from their name) finished last and Bumley were also relegated. In the Second Division Middlesbrough and 
Chesierfield were elected, replacing Darwen and Blackpool. ‘Pool’ could feel hard done by as Loughborough had finshed below 


Hyd 75 ye Le SE 
x 
LARGEST GATE: a frie . Rangers Scottish Cup 4th Rd Replay 
ir i i teplay, and Southern League giants Southampton and Millwall 
BIGGEST WIN: 12-1 v Dundee UnitedDivision 2, 23 Jan 1954 defeated them 4-0 in the replay in front of 68, 945 fans. 
HEAVIEST DEFEAT 0-8 v Aberdeen Premier Division 26 March N I {gone off to fight in their contry, but the Cup continued to bring in the 
TEA a wl ker and ran out 4-0 winners. Goals went 
NICKNAME; aS: 
COLOURS: Yellow/Amber Southem League First Division with up. QPR had done very well 
HONOURS: League: Found proper of the FA Cup (they 
Division 1: 1931-32 unknown called Herbert Chapman, who 


First Division: 1981-82, 1984-85 
Division Two: 1953-54, 1968-69 


HISTORY: When Alpha and Glencairn were merged, Motherwell was 
med. 

The new club was based at Roman Road before moving fo a ground on 
Airbles Street. it was called Dalziel Pork and when the club was elected into the 
league there were questions raised about the ground. The Duke of Hamilton 
offered to lease some land near the County Hospital but this fell through. Racing 
Instead, the club leased Fir Park off him and the ground saw its first game, an HVV Den Haag (Cup Winners Velocitas Breda) 
8-1 defeat against Celtic, infront of 6,000 in 1895. In. 1912 the club felt Genoa (runners up FC Torinese) 

Stockholm 


needed to put up posters asking fans not to interfere with the players or offici 
leaving the field or to swear once inside the ground! : AIK 

In 1929 the club banned advertising inside Fir Park and the club's first floodlit 

me was against Preston in February 1956, although previously they had 
boss used for many training sessions. In 1959 0 gale tore through the ground 
and new pylons had to be built. In 1977 the ground became designated in the 
safety standard check, but was good enough to need only minor safety 
improvements. 
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28201 58 28 9 7 12 43 4725 
2817 1 1070 28113 14 46 55 25 
2815 2 1141 28 9 6 13 39 49 25 
28152 11 28 10 7 47 68 58 24 
28132 2810 3 15 38 58 23 
28123 13 36 37 27 28 8 5 15 304521 
28122 14 49 57 26 28 3 7 18 24 6613 


Thomas Webster's oil sketch “Foot-ball" is one of the landmark Pictures illustrating 
the development of football (England, 1839). 


Detailed updates of all games direct from London 
with John Boughtwood from 6.30am 


0055 5 2200 


In Pho-75c/min. Higher mobiles & payphones 
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reoni’s Youth 
team face its first 
eal test when it 


clashes with Udinese this 
afternoon (Tuesday) in the 
first match of Group 2, the 
‘Group of Death’, at the 
Cenaia in Pisa, Stadio 
Comunale. 

Group 2 brackets Marconi 
with three tough opponents in 
Udinese, Torino and 
Manchester United. 

Marconi’s Youth coach Lee 
Sterrey stated to ABSW last 
night, “I fully expect Udinese 
to play with a flat back four, 
and thus a zonal system 
without a libero. But as I 
alcady knew from last year’s 
Viareggio Tournament teams 
can surprise you as they are 
now rapidly changing their 
systems to a 5-3-2 formation 
but in fact incorporating twin 
wing-backs. 

“Even though a lot of 
people expect the great 
Manchester United and Torino 
to be Marconi’s strongest 
opponents, I expect this 
afternoon’s clash with 
Udinese to be the toughest. 
Udinese did not compete in 
last year’s Tournament as all 
Ttalian club sides only enter 
this tough prestigious event 
when they feel, and firmly 


elev that they have a really 

e side, or a product 
to toeellj in front of the expected 
hungry lurking eyes of 
European scouts that arrive 
here,” ended Sterrey. 

Former AC Milan and 
Marconi star, Angelo 
Colombo, arrived last 
Saturday at the Youth team’s 
Hotel Losanna at Viareggio, 
most willingly to try and pass 
on to the eager and hungry 
Sterrey some information of 
how some of the teams in Italy 
are currently playing, 

Sterrey will be looking for 
his defence to hold out solidly 
early in the match and be able 
to absorb the pressure the 
Italians will throw at his 
young Australian side. 

Sterrey hopes that in his 
midfield Mark Robertson’s 
aggression will dominate and 
that Marconi will try to 
penetrate down the flanks 
through pacey wing-backs 
Chris Care on the right with 
Mark Racker on the left. 

“Chris and Mark just have 
to get down their lines to hook 
in crosses to our two strikers 
Nick Bosevaki and Luke 
Tomich to finish off. 

“We must not concede an 
early goal as it could be 
disastrous, J also hope that my 


young guys are not overawed 
by this very big occasion.” 
After today’s match, 
Marconi faces Torino on 
Thursday and Manchester 
United on Saturday. 
Late last night Sterrey 
released his first line up, 
which is— 


Evi premier league 
soccer club Newcastle 
United, which has just 
installed Kenny Dalglish as 
its See is joining the 
growing list of English clubs 
listed on the share market, 

Club press officer Graham 
Courtney said that it is 
expected that Newcastle will 
be valued at about 344 
million. 

They are the latest in a 
Jong line of British clubs 
seeking to raise few funds and 
broaden ownership by listing 
on the London stock 
exchange. 

‘The injection of huge sums 
of money from satellite 
broadcaster BSkyB and the 
increase in crowd support at 
the recently modernised 
stadiums has resulted in 
financial boom times for most 
Premier League teams. 

‘The exclusive live coverage 
agreement with Sky Sports 
will pull in nearly $1,400 
million for the game over 
four years. This is compared 
to the agreements with BBC 
and ITV of a few years ago 
when the television rights 
were sold for less than five 


percent of the current figure. 

Investors in football shares 
are also aware of the potential 
of non-football earnings. All 
clubs market merchandise and 
memorabilia, but some, like 
Manchester United, have 
developed it down to a fine 
art. United's merchandising 
division tumoyer is more than 
$00 million a year. 

Other clubs, such as Leeds 
and Chelsea, are as much an 
investment in property as in 
pure football clubs. With 
hectares of land close to their 
stadiums, the clubs are using 
the land for shopping centre 
and other profitable 
development ventures. 

The potential of pay-per- 
view TV(PPV) is regarded as 
the next significant 
opportunity for clubs to 
increase their earnings 
potential. Viewers would be 
able to watch their favourite 
team, home or away, by 
becoming ‘electronic season 
ticket holders’ with access 
through a digital TV decoder. 
According to some of the 
more excited estimates, this 
could mean a $5 billion 
infusion into football by 2005. 


English champions 
Manchester United are the 
model which clubs are seeking 
to emulate in the financial 
stakes. United’s success on 
the pitch has been matched by 
big profits off it and the club 
is now valued at over $860 
million. 

The value of United shares 
have soared in the past year to 
the point where they have a 
bigger market value than the 
Savoy hotel group or Hambros. 
merchant bank. 

Alan Sugar is worth almost 
as much in terms of Spurs 
shares as he is in stock in 
Armstrad, the computer 
company he built. 

Although the share market 
seems to be in the grip of 
football fever some analysts 
are starting to sound a 
cautionary note. Keith Harris, 
Manchester United fan and 
HSBC Samuel Montagu CEO, 
says: “There is a rude shock 
coming for those who think it 
is an easy ride to double your 
money.” 

Clubs such as United and 
Spurs can claim to be well- 
run businesses with profit 
records. Other clubs, such as 


Mark Robertson: Yount 
mit 


aa aggressive ‘central 


the recently floated West 
Bromwich Albion and 
Sunderland can claim no such 
pedigree, yet their shares have 
soared, too. 


Analysts, such as Paul 
Wedge of Collins Stewart, 
Spur’s broker, says values put 
‘on some smaller clubs are out 
of kilter. “The market is too 
optimistic if it thinks the 
benefits will come through 
across the whole range of 
football clubs,” he says. “For 
the average club, the return 
will be substantially less than 
the huge sums being talked 
about.” 

Such caution is based on 
the over optimistic prospects 
of PPV. Analysts point out 
that if the forecast is to be 
realised, every man, woman, 
and child in Britain would be 
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watching 25 live games on TV 


ayear. 

Additional concern has 
been expressed about the 
spiralling player wages. The 
infusion of TV money has 
seen British clubs become the 
buyers of very expensive 
football flesh in the last two 


years. 

‘Through the use of agents, 
footballers are more aware of 
their earning potential as the 
stars that draw in the crowds, 
For the average Premier 
League club, players’ wages 
and bonuses account for 70 
percent of costs and agents 
will be quick to get their share 
of aay PPV bonanza, 

A cautionary tale for the 
potential British share market 
investor, invest in football 
clubs at your risk. 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 
in Viareggio, ITALY. 


ARSENAL 
TARGETS 
YOUNG 
MARCONI STAR | 


rsenal talent scouts are 

to converge on 

this afternoon’s match 

Udinese v Marconi to screen 

one of the young Marconi 
players. 

This was conveyed to 
ABSW last night through the 
Viareggio. Tournament 
Organisers. 

The young Marconi star 
who has been under the 
vigilant guidance of coach 
Lee Sterrey over the past 12 
months and is held in high 
esteem by him. Marconi can 
only hope that this player 
does not join the exodus of 
Aussie players going over to 
Enroy 


Sterrey last night was coy 
with his comments, electing 
only to say, “He is every bit a 
very talented player with 
stacks of ability, and one that 
can make it all the way, 

“He has a tremendous 
attitude, as well as passion for 
Soccer, and I’m certain all 
this will stand him in good 
stead, 

“Arsenal being such a big 
organisation, will be able to 
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polish this player’s natural 
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‘ustralian Soccer star 
Frank Farina has 
jade an about face 
and backed out of signing as 
National Coach of 
Australian Women’s Soccer. 
Farina made the final 
telephone call to AWSA last 
Wednesday to advise he had 
decided to turn down the 
offer, before then calling his 
own press conference in 
Brisbane. 

There, seated next to 
Brisbane Strikers chairman 
Tan Brusasco, Farina 
announced the big decision. 
Brusasco, a long time 
powerful force in Queensland 
Soccer, went on to sing the 
praises of the Strikers club 
and of Farina’s role in its 
success. In the process his 
comments implied women’s 
Soccer and the Australia 
women’s coaching job to be 
inferior to staying at the 
Strikers. 


Recounting their advice 
and support of Farina striving 
for National Coach, it was 
clear they were speaking of 
the Socceroos job, and 
regarded taking on the 
Australian women to be a 
backward step, 

And in a win for the club, 
the Brisbane hierarchy was 
successful in convincing 
Farina it would be a better 
moye to stay put, signing him 
to a new and improved two 
year deal. 

The news came as a huge 
blow to AWSA and of course 
to women’s Soccer as a 
whole. A month or more of 
discussions and negotiations 
with Farina and his manager 
looked more than promising 
to capture a rare young 
Australian coaching talent, 

All the signs were positive, 
and an enthusiastic Farina 
gave AWSA officials full 
confidence of a successful 
deal. So close was he to 
making the move, it was not 
until Brisbane made a late 
desperate move to retain their 
star player/coach that things 
began to take a tum. 

AWSA had made an offer, 
the second. highest paid 
coaching job in Australia, 


Frank Farina and lan Brusasco: Farina pledged himself to the Strikers cause. 


with the prospect of leading 
the team to the World Cup 
and Olympic Games. 

The notion that this 
Position is less important than 
that of a men’s national 
club could be a substantial 
debate, and supported by the 
fact that a great number of 
other very high profile 
Ericsson Cup coaches also 
expressed strong interest in 
the position. But in the end, 


choice was forced upon 
Farina. 


AWSA Chief Executive 
Warren Fisher remains 


maintain the view he's taking 
a greater risk going back to 
club — to the malestrom of 
Australian Soccer.” 

There is no doubt the 
decision was a major one for 
Farina, and probably one of 
the most difficult of his 
football career, especially 
with the number of different 
forces pulling in opposite 
directions. 


“Enormous pressure was 
Put on him on personal and 
professional levels for him to 
stay at Brisbane,” said Fisher. 


“Had we been able to take 


convinced Farina has made 


Frank and his family away 


the wrong decision, “I think 


from Brisbane for the last 


ultimately the major bearing 


month while negotiations took 


on his decision was not a 
comparison between the 
Brisbane job and the 
women's, but more about 
Farina positioning himself to 
advance his coaching career. 
“Obviously, he has 
aspirations of coaching the 
Socceroos, and at this point in 
time he has decided it’s better 
to stay at the Strikers. But J 


place, I've no doubt he'd have 
taken up the job, 

“But he had tremendous 
pressure on him. One, it 
shows the high esteem in 
which they (Brisbane) hold 
Farina, but also it shows as a 
club how much they rely 
wholly and solely on him for 
their immediate and long term 


Farina has however in- 
dicated he would still like to 
be involved in women’s 
Soccer to whatever degree he 
is able. “The Sports 
Commission has requested a 
number of sports to form 
technical committees in 
Preparation for the Olympics, 
and Frank would be delighted 
to be a part of that alongside 
Tom Sermanni and others we 
get in,” reported Fisher. 

“Frank handled himself 
with great integrity, and we 
certainly wish him the best,” 
added Fisher. “No doors have 
been closed between him and 
women’s Soccer.” 

Meanwhile, the AWSA 
Board has decided to continue 
its worldwide search for a 
quality coach. They are 
confident of making the 
appointment before the arrival 
of the USA Team late next 
month, although the two 
current Assistant National 
Coaches will take the reins for 
that particular test series, 


TWO: 


female referees have moved 
€ major step closer to 
officiating on the world 


e. 

Albury’s Sheena Storrie 
and Tammy Peacock of 
Brisbane earlier this month 
received the news they had 
been awarded the FIFA 
Badge. The honour places 
them on the coveted FIFA 
panel of international 
women’s fixtures including 
the World Cup and Olympic 
Games. 

The double achievement 
gives Australian female 
Teferees a total of three FIFA 
badgeholders. Jenny Bray 
holds the honour of becoming 
the first female to reach this 
level, the Sydneysider 
recognised in early 1995. 

Furthermore, it now means 
there are more female FIFA 
Badge referees than 
Australian males. Eddie 
Lennie and Eugene Brazzale 
make up the total of current 
males at FIFA level. 

“Considering the female 
teferee population is only a 
tiny fraction of the males, this 
is a fantastic achievement,” 
said Soccer Australia’s 
Director of Referees Gary 
Power. 

Storrie, aged forty, has five 
years to reach her ambitions 
of refereeing at the highest 
level, with the FIFA 
Tetirement age set at 45. 
Forty-two is the age before 
which one must make their 
first nomination for a FIFA 
Badge, Storrie only needing 
the one, 

Taking up refereeing in 


1982, Storrie has made a 
decided effort to get to the top 
over the fast two years, Last 
Season, this meant driving 
every three weeks to Canberra 
from home on the New South 
Wales - Victoria border, 
especially to gain the extra 
experience needed, a seven 
hour round trip, which 
sometimes meant leaving 
home at 5am. 

The interstate journeys 
allowed Storrie to gain her 
Class One badge through 
officiating for men’s ACT 
Premier League plus National 
Youth League fixtures. 

“If I'd stayed locally, I 
probably wouldn’t have 
gained enough experience,” 
explained Storrie, “So it was a 
case of dual registration, with 
the intention of gaining higher 
levels. It probably wouldn’t 
have entered my head four 
years ago, but now over the 
last couple of years, it’s been 
my aim to get the Badge. I 
suppose Ron Beaumont 
(former referees association 
secretary of NSW) instigated 
ita bit, starting me off at 
women’s nationals with the 
thought of me possibly getting 
somewhere.” 

Storrie has refereed at the 
last three senior Australian 
Championships, as well as the 
international Youth Series in 
Canberra in late 1995. 
“Actually, I don’t think they 
knew I existed before then,” 
she said of her relatively new 
introduction to national level 
women’s matches, 

Storrie played for three 
years before the association 
president came to the club on 
a recruitment drive for new 
referees. “I thought I’d have a 


Eastern 
Suburbs Soccer 


Julie Murray our club captain invites you to 
come and trial for our Womens Federation 
first Division Reserve Grade and 
Second Division teams. 


TRIALS COMMENCE ON:— 
Thursday 30th January, 1997 and continue on 
Tuesday 4th February,1997 

at 6.30 pm at:— 
CAMDENVILLE OVAL, MAY STREET, 
ST, PETERS NSW 


Some positions on our coaching staff 
are still available 


for euguiries phowe:— 
soun vettauys: 018 27°1712 
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Referees 


g0, 2s I enjoy sport generally 
and [ thought I'd probably 
Teferze a bit longer than play. 
I did both for a while, but 
with the family and 
everything, 1 then just 
refereed.” 


She recalls it being harder 
as a female to break into the 
world of refereeing. “I don't 
know if it would have been 
easier in the city, but initially 
I probably wasn't given the 
Opportunities as say the fellas 
to do senior men’s games. I 
was left to do the juniors and 
ladies a bit longer than I 
should. Some probably 
thought I knew more about 
netball or what to do in the 
kitchen, but that was really 
more the spectators.” 

“The last few years it’s 
been no different to the fellas 
— the guys get flak too. 
There's been _ more 
acceptance, and it’s an 
advantage women's soccer 
has a bit higher profile now.” 

Storrie will need to 
continue trekking to Canberra 
to maintain and improve her 
level of experience with now 
a realistic target of World Cup 
and Olympics, 

Tammy Peacock, at age 26, 
falls just inside the minimum 
age of 25 for nominating for 
the FIFA Badge. A newcomer 
fo the refereeing scene, she 
has enjoyed a whirlwind rise 
to the top, 

Only taking up the whistle 
in 1995, Peacock saw the 
opportunity of the Olympics, 
and worked towards that aim. 
“I didn’t expect to. whip 
through so quickly,” she said. 

{To be continued next 

week). 
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SOUTH AMERICA 


— ComPILeED BY Mario ETcHart IN CHILE — 


- 


he current South American 

champions Brazil, the World 

champions Argentina, and 
Uruguay are the strong favourites to 
qualify to the U/20 Youth World 
Championships, to be held in Malaysia 
next June, in the South American 
qualifying tournament currently being 
played in Chile. 

Next in contention are Colombia and 
Chile, although the locals suffered a 
humiliating defeat against the Venezuelans. 

So far, the outstanding players in this 
competition are the Brazilians Paulo Cesar 
Fabiano, Adailton and Jorginho, the 
Venezuelan striker Noriega, the Argentine 
midfielders Juan Riquelme and Pablo 
Aimar and strikers Romeo and Sixto 
Pertalta. Also amongst the ones catching 
the eye are Uruguayan goalkeeper Munua, 
defenders Lembo and Rivas, midfielder 
Oliveira and strikers Zalayeta and 
Miglionico, plus Chileans Neira and Armue. 

The championship is divided in two 
groups of five teams, with Argentina, 
Colombia, Uruguay, Bolivia and Paraguay 
| playing in La Serena and Coquimbo while 
Brazil, Chile, Venezuela, Peru and Ecuador 
compete in Iquique. 


Results Group A 


Brazil 10Venezucla 2 
Crowd: 11,000 

Brazil: Marcelo, Paulo Cesar (80 
Alcir), Jean, Cristiano, Odair, 
Athirson, Fabiano, Sidney (73 
Marco Aurelio), Jorginho (69 
Kleber), Adailton, Alex. 

Coach: Barroso. 


& 


Branco: Which player from the current South America World Youth Cup 
qualifiers will emulate him? 


t the halfway point of the Italian 

season, Juventus are clear on top 

f the table by four points, and are 

still firm favourites for the title. Since 

expanding to its current 18 team format, 

the team on top of the ladder as at the 

end of the first round has gone on to win 

pe championship in every season except 
1991, 

@ Juventus and Lazio were the game-of- 
the-week, and what a display it was. The top 
side outhustled the Romans; shutting down 
their potent attack and exposing their 
defence by way of a masterful coaching 
move by Lippi. 

With Boksic sidelined for two months, 
and following a loss and a draw in the last 
two rounds, Lippi moved Del Piero to the 
wing, and left Padovano alone up front. 
Padovano scored both goals, had one 
disallowed and generally had the run of play 
in his attacking role. 

Lazio is now stuck in 11th place, and 
well off the pace with six wins and losses, 
and five draws. 

Sampdoria, until this round 
challenging for top spot, were lucky not to 
drop full poins, with a last-gasp goal by full- 
back Franceschetti earning them a draw 
against Fiorentina, The first goal in that 
match came from a penalty converted by 
Battistuta, his first penalty conversion this 
season from four attempts. 

‘@ Inter suffered a setback to their 
leadership challenge, losing 2-0 at home to 
Bologna. Ex-Inter players haunted their old 
side, with Fontolan providing the pass for 
Bologna’s first goal, and Shalamov scoring 
the second. 
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AUSTRALIAN AND BRI 


Inter have conceded a goal every game 
for the past nine rounds, and will not win 
the title until they remedy their defence. 
Bologna’s win was their first in seven 
weeks, and their goals their first in three 
matches. 

© The hot team of the week is Parma, 
They pulled off their fourth consecutive win 
(three of them against top opposition), and 
are unbeaten in six outings. Croatian import 
Stanic scored the winner against Verona — 
since he arrived at Parma, they have not lost 
a game after being one point away from the 
relegation area. They could now be a serious 
chance for a UEFA Cup position. 

‘Vicenza’ s early-season form and luck 
seems to be deserting them, with the 
Cinderella team dropping a two-goal 
advantage against Napoli to finish in a draw. 

@ And what about former champions 
Milan? They had regrouped to be within 
two wins of the leaders spot, before a 
seemingly straight-forward visit to Cagliari. 
While one would have expected Milan to 
win, nothing is straight forward in the Serie 
A this season, with a draw keeping the 
northemers down in seventh place and now 
eight points adrift of Juve. Baggio may be 
back in favour, getting a run off the bench 
and immediately paying dividends by 
supplying the pass for Dugarry to score, 
levelling the game and keeping his side in 
touch. 

‘© Other results of note included 
Atalanta’s seventh match without a loss, a 
1-0 victory over doormat Reggiana thanks 
to Inzaghi’s league-leading 12th goal. 
Whilst Reggiana seem destined for the Serie 
B, they have had a win and two draws in the 


Siete See AE 
Ri By LANCE LIBRANDI 
rt : oo 


Brazil, Argentina & Uruguay 
favourites for Malaysia 


Venezuela: Bottini, Perez, 
Rojas, Becerra (65 Paez), Duno, 
Noriega, Melo (65 Bravo), 
Garcia, Sequera (45 Jimenez), 
Giraldo, Quilaguri. 

Coach: Alonso. 

Goals: 

Brazil: Adailton (7, 20, 29, 87), 
Alex (45, 55), Athirson (71), 
Marco Aurelio (78, 84), Kleber 
(80). 

Venezuela: Noriega (67, 89). 
Referee: G. Galesio (Uruguay). 
Yellow cards: 

Brazil: Fabiano. 

Venezuela: Quilaguri and 
Jimenez. 

Red card: Venezuela: Rojas. 


x oe et 


Chile 3 Perm 1 
Crowd: 11,000 

Chile: Riquelme, Henriquez, 
Contreras, Berrios, Figueroa, 
Rojas, Vivar (Iribarren 65), 
Gonzalez (Carrasco 59), Arrue 
(Rios 59), Neira, Navia. 
Coach: Yavar. 

Peru: Butron, Huaman, 
Ronceros, Baylon, Santolalla, 
Cirlizza, Pizarro, Carpio 
(Palominos 46), Zagarra 
(Lobaton 58), Luna (Goyzueta 
75), Mendoza. 

Coach: Castillo. 


Goals: 

Chile: Neira (7 pen), Arrue (31), 
Navia (61 pen). 

Peru: Lobaton (69). 

Referee: D. Gimenez 


(Argentina). 
Yellow cards: 
Chile: Rojas. 
Peru: Ciurlizza, Luna, 
Palominos. 

we ow oe 
Brazil 2 Ecuador 1 


Crowd: 5,000 

Brazil: Marcelo, Paulo Cesar, 
Jean, Cristiano, Odair, Athirson, 
Fabiano (Marco Aurelio 74), 
Sidney, Adailton, Jorginho 
(Kleber 57), Alex. 

Coach: Barroso. 

Ecuador: Villafuerte, Ledezma, 
Reasco, Hidalgo, Ramos, 
Benalcazar, R Ramos, 
Candelario (Palacios 87), 
Caviedes (Perlaza 73), 
Justavino, Moreira (Garcia 65). 
Coach: Periaza. 


Goals: 

Brazil: Fabiano (7), Alex (29). 
Ecuador: Caviedes (44). 
Referee: ¥. Panesso (Colombia). 
Yellow cards: 

Brazil: Paulo Cesar, Cristiano, 
Odair. 

Ecuador: Ledezma, Justavino. 


ST 


three weeks prior to this. In Udine, Roma 
continue to struggle, dropping 1-0 to 
Udinese, and Scienza’s goal in the 75th 
minute evened things for Piacenza against 
Perugia, who have not won a game in seven 
weeks, 
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Leading Scorers: 
12-Inzaghi (Atalanta); 11-Balbo 
(Koma), Montella (Sampdoria); 
10-Mancini (Sampdoria) 


), Otero 


remains 


fter lifting 
Nottingham Forest 
out of the relegation 


zone, England left back 
Stuart Pearce has agreed to 
remain as player-manager 
until the end of the season, 

The 34-year-old veteran of 
72 England appearances, who 
initially only wanted the job 
for a few weeks, met Forest 
chairman Irving Korn last 
week and decided to carry on. 

Since he replaced Frank 
Clark, who quit Forest in 
December leaving them last in 
the Premier League standings, 
the team has taken 13 points 
from six league games to 
climb three places and 
advance to the fourth round of 
the F.A. Cup. 


in charge 


One matter which has 
concerned Pearce and other 
Forest players is the club is in 
the middle of an ownership 
shakeup which is taking 
longer than expected to 
resolve. 


ea 


ony Yeboah will remain 

at Leeds until the end of 
the season after the 
unsettled striker accepted he 
had missed the chance of a 
transfer to another club, the 
player’s adviser said last 
week, 

The explosive Ghanaian, a 
$A8.46 million capture from 
Eintracht Frankfurt two 
seasons ago, has made clear 
his unhappiness at the 
Yorkshire club and has been 
involved in angry exchanges 
with manager George 
Graham. 

But after a meeting 
between Yeboah, his UK- 
based adviser Hayden Evans 
and Leeds chairman Bill 
Fotherby, both sides have 
agreed to bury their 


differences, for the time 
being. 

Meanwhile, Leeds’ 
maverick Swedish striker, 
Tomas Brolin, looks set to 
stay on loan to Serie A side 
Parma until the end of the 
season after training with his 
former club in Italy for a trial 
period. 

Parma’s president Stefano 
Tanzi said: “We are Rappy 
that Tomas is back with us. 
He belongs to our fami. 
When he is fully fit he is 
going to be very good for us 
for the last few months of our 
season. 


agers skipper. 
USA bound _ 


R: gers captain and former Scottish national team 
lefender Richard Gough will transfer to the United 
States Major League Soecer in May to join Kansas City 
Wizards, the American league announced last week. 

No financial terms of the deal were disclosed, but MLS said 


Gough, who will turn 35 on April 2, will complete the Scottish 
Premier League season before moving across the Atlantic, 
Gough will join former Rangers and Scotland team-mate Mo 
Johnston in Kansas City and will be the Wizards’ fifth foreign 
player, joining Zimbabwean forward Digital Takawira, Nigerian 
defender Uche Okafore and Cameroonian defender Samuel 
Ekeme. 

Gough has 61 Scottish caps but has not played since falling 
out with then-coach Andy Roxburgh in 1993.He has played 
with Dundee United, Tottenham and Rangers in his 17 year 
career, appearing in 49 games in the English Premier League 
and 435 in the Scottish Premier League. Gough, who has played 
the past 10 years with Rangers has scored 44 goals in the 
Scottish league. With the Gers he collected nine Scottish league 
titles and three Scottish Cups 

“Thad offers from Europe and Japan, but I have been 
impressed with Major League Soccer,” Gough said.”Mo 
Johnston has spoken very highly of both Kansas City and the 
calibre of play in the league”. 


Tony Yeboah: Differences with Leeds buried till later. 


Millwall seek 
~ e 

refinancing 

of ailing Millwall feared the worst last week when it 

was announced club shares had been suspended on the 
stock exchange. The supporters worried the club, relegated 
to division twa last season, might go out of existence after its 
shares dropped from 70 pence to four pence in trading. 

Following the cancellation of a news conference, the club's 
owners calmed the fans’ nerves by announcing the club was 
simply going through a refinancing. “We are currently looking 
to refinance the club and simply asked the stock exchange to 
suspend the shares, as we are required to do by law, in order to 
carry it out,” Millwall chairman Peter Mead said. The east 
London club, which had to sell its top players in the past just to 
Stay afloat, has had a roller-coaster existence since it was formed 
in 1885. Several times the club has been linked to some of the 
worst fan violence in England and has twice come close to 
bankruptcy in the past 20 years. Yet it has a smart 20,000-seat 
stadium and spent two seasons in the top flight in 1988-90 
before dropping back down to Division 1; however, relegation 
last season was a major surprise, Millwall fell to Division 2 after 
the results on the final day all went wrong. The Lions topped the 
division two standings at one stage this season, but have slipped 
to fifth after a 5-1 crushing by Stockport .To add insult to injury, 
it lost 1-0 at home to the semi-pro players of Woking, exiting 
this year’s FA Cup in the first round. 
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n what’s described as the 
biggest ever investment in 
British soccer, Glascow 
Rangers have announced a 
single investor has pumped 

$A85.91 million into the 
club. 

Club chairman David 
Murray says Bahamas-based 


JOE LEWIS has bought a 25 per 
cent stake in the Scottish 


champions. He says the cash 
injection will go towards 
strengthening the team, a hotel 
and leisure complex at Ibrox 
stadium and a new training 
ground, 
The deal takes the value of 
Rangers to a reputed $A343.65 
million. Rangers are currently 
pursuing a record equalling ninth 
in a tow, Scottish championship. 


a 
Signori on way 
to England 


pe English Premier 
teams are trying 
to sign Italy’s Giuseppe 
Signori, newspaper Corriere 
dello Sport quoted the Lazio 
striker as saying last week. 
“They offered me a 
contract of $A4 million. It's a 
mind boggling amount for 


anyone,” Signori told 
Corriere. “Arsenal and 
Newcastle have made the best 


offers but I can’t deny that 
Manchester United and 
Chelsea have also made 
advances,”. 

‘The paper said Signori has 
a contract with Lazio which. 
Tuns until 2000. Some English 
newspaper reports have said 
Kevin Keegan resigned as 
manager of Newcastle United 
earlier this month because the 
club blocked his move to sign 
Signori, who was joint top 
scorer in Serie A last season 
with 24 goals. 

But the Italian newspaper 
said Newcastle chairman Sir 
John Hall and Arsenal 
chairman Peter Hillwood 
were still in contact with 
Lazio. 

“I signed a contract with 
Lazio and I want to respect 
it,” Signori said. “But if I 
were to go, it would be a good 
deal for Lazio.” 

Lazio tried to sell Signori 
to Italy's Parma at the end of 
the 1994-95 season but the 
move was shelved after 
thousands of fans protested in 
front of the club’s 


Dalglish signing 
defender 


Giuseppe Signori: Set to leave Serie A for Premier 
League. 


Arsenal 
to Palace 


~ Veen defender 

Andy Linighan has 
moved to English first 
division Crystal Palace 
from London rivals 


manager 
Kenny Dalglish 
looks set to . 
strengthen his wobbly 
defence by signing 


re 


Swedish centre-half Arsenal for an & 
Olof Mellberg. undisclosed fee. 
The — Degefors Linighan joined Arsenal 
player, valued at about in 1990 and scored the 
$A2.11 million, trained with the club last week, | winning goal in the 1993 


alongside Portuguese youngster Raul Oliverio, 
who arrived on a free transfer from Farense. 

Mellberg will have talks with Dalglish, who 
spotted the Swedish under-21 star in last year’s 
demolition of Scotland, and has made the 
improvement of his defence a priority since 
taking over as Newcastle manager from Kevin 
Keegan last week. 


FA Cup Final against Sheffield Wednesday 
in the year the Gunners won both domestic 
cup competitions, the League Cup being the 
other. 


The 34-year-old was unavailable for last 
Saturday’s FA Cup replay at Leeds but is be 
available for the league match at Southend 
tonight. 
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